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IMPORTANT DATES        
 Time Details 

October   

Wednesday 21  Walktober  Walk-to-School 

Thursday 22  New Prep (2010) Picnic 

Thursday 22 11.30 am ΨThe aǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΩ  

Friday 23  Inter-school Choral Day 

Tuesday 27 1.45 pm ς 2.25 pm Walkathon ς Kennington Reservoir 

Wednesday 28 All Day Public Holiday ς Bendigo Cup 

Friday 30  ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

November   

2, 3, 9, 10  Personal Development Program Sessions ς Grade 6 

Sunday 8 9.00 am ς 1.00 pm Working Bee Rooms 1, 2 & 3 

Wednesday 11 10.50 am Remembrance Day Commemoration Assembly 

19, 20, 21  Energy Breakthrough 

25 ς 27  Maldon Camp Grade 3/4 

Thursday 26  Grade 2 Sleepover 

December   

Tuesday 8  Orientation Day Grade 6 

Wednesday 9  School Christmas Carol Celebration 

Friday 11  Pinnell Swimming 

To Be Advised  School Disco 

Wednesday 16  Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 18 1.30 pm Last day of Term  -  Early Finish 

 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Hi everyone, 

Prep Picnic 
The prep picnic is this Thursday October 22

nd 
from 12:00 - 1:00 pm not Wednesday as previously advertised. The date had to be 

changed due to an excursion at Spring Gully Preschool, our apologies for this mistake. This is the first of four prep transition 
sessions we are providing at Quarry Hill Primary School in term 4.  
 
Bendigo Cup Day Holiday 
A reminder to our school community that next Wednesday October 28

th
 is the Bendigo Cup Day holiday. There will be no school 

or before and after school care on this day. 
 
Anaphylaxis Reminder 
We need to make all families aware that some of our students have very severe allergies. These include allergies to nuts, eggs, 
dairy foods, skin/sun creams and bee stings. Contact with any of these items could result in a child not being able to breathe. 
Without immediate medical treatment, the reaction to the allergy could be fatal. This is described as an anaphylactic reaction. 
For your reference, a list of possible allergens is provided with this newsletter.  
 

The Poppet Head 
Weekly newsletter of Quarry Hill Primary School   
òA Waste Wise Schooló 
Tuesday 20 October 2009 Newsletter No. 32 
 Acting Principal: Andrew Schaeche 

School Council President: Cathy Spencer 
PFA Presidents: Rose Vincent & Kerrie Grossman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel Street, Bendigo  3550   Phone: 5443 3537    
Email: quarry.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Fax: 5442 7590 
  Website:www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au     Mobile: 0427 595 073 

It is surprising the list of foods and other products that contain ingredients that can cause allergic reactions.   
 
Although parents of children with allergies work hard to educate their children in self-protection strategies and send food that 
their child can safely eat, we need your help in the following ways: 
 
× Would you please discuss this situation with your child/children and help staff to discourage children from swapping 

lunches and lunchbox items; 
 
× Would you also please discuss not offering food to others, including birthday cakes, lollies and playlunch; 

 
× Due to the sticky nature of peanut butter and its tendency to remain on surfaces and equipment, our aim is to ensure 

that classrooms who have children with nut allergies are peanut butter free. We seek your support in making this a 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƴǳǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩs lunchbox (this includes peanut butter and Nutella). 

 
We know you will support the programs we have in place to protect the health of all students and to maintain a happy and safe 
school environment for them. 
 

Pupil Free Days for 2010 
The Victorian Government Schools Agreement determines that the first three days of term one and the third last Friday of term 
two as pupil free days. This means that for the 2010 school year the pupil free days are as follows 27

th
, 28

th
 and 29

th
 January and 

11
th

 June. 
The first day of school for students in 2010 is Monday February 1

st
. 

 
Planning for 2010 & Friendship Requests 
The 2010 grade structures are yet to be finalised however we will be running an extra class next year. We will have 10 
classrooms and a likely enrolment of 240 students giving us an average of 24 students per class, smaller than this year.  
Staff places a great deal of importance on class structures and aim to establish productive environments that support learning as 
well as maintaining and building friendship groups. We try and aim for a balance of educational and social needs in each 
classroom. 
If you have specific information about friendship placements which you feel that we at the school would not be aware of, please 
let me know in writing by Friday November 6

th
. Please be aware that requests for specific teachers will not be considered. 

 
Grandparents Day 
We had an overwhelming response to our Grandparents and Special Friends day on Friday with approximately 150 in 
attendance. I would like to personally thank the school community for supporting this day and also thank the PFA for organising 
the morning tea, which did present us with some challenges! The feedback I received from visitors about the concert, art work 
and behaviour of our students was all very positive. Thanks to Melissa Cusack, our art teacher for ensuring the art work was 
ready and to Karen Harris for her work with the concert items. It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase the many wonderful 
things we do here at QHPS! 
 
The Astro-Turf 
We finally have our astro-turf area open and the students are certainly enjoying the opportunity to try it out! Installation was 
made more difficult due to the fact that it rained for much of last week but it certainly looks terrific. Students were busily 
organising races on the track, using the AFL goals for a footy game and some were happy just to sit around and chat. Please take 
a closer look next time you are here and I think you will agree that it will be an asset to our school for years to come.  
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World TeacherΩs Day 

World TeacherΩs Day will be celebrated on October 30
th

 with a morning tea provided by the PFA and a short assembly at  
10.45 am.  As part of the schools celebration we have attached a fun activity involving photos of current QHPS staff when they 
were at school.  Your challenge is to match the name of the staff with their photo and return to the school.  All correct entries 
will go into the draw to win a prize.  The draw will take place ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ Day. 
 
ά¸h¦ /!b 5h L¢ Ch/¦{έ 
This term we will be focussing on the key foundation of Persistence. 
Our Habit of the mind is: Working Tough. 
Thought for the Fortnight: In order to be successful in the future, I sometimes have to do things that are not easy or boring 
now. 
 
PRINCIPAL AWARDS 

Persistence 
Lateasha Shewan   for making excellent progress with her reading. 
Luciano Byleveld   for achieving 200 home reading nights. 
Confidence 
Nathan Nolc   for displaying a growing confidence in the classroom. 
Annabelle Kingston-Brown for always displaying excellent leadership qualities in the classroom. 
Lizzie Houlden for extending herself with a homework task, creating an alphabet poster about natural 

disasters. 
Alicia Parry for extending herself with a homework task, creating an alphabet book about natural 

disasters. 
Charlotte Webb for extending herself with a homework task, creating an alphabet book about natural 

disasters. 
Harry Godfrey for demonstrating an interest in learning, creating an erupting chocolate volcano to 

confidently share with the class. 
Joseph Daw for making a great start to Term 4. 
Rory Day for making a great start to Term 4. 
Tim Dell Spector for making a great start to Term 4. 
Tyler Kennedy for making a great start to Term 4. 
 
Have a good week 
Andrew Schaeche 
Acting Principal 
 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE   
The sausage sizzle will be available this Friday. Tickets can be purchased from Grade 5/6 students who will be selling tickets in 
the quadrangle from 8.30 ς 9.00 am outside Room 9. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Andrew Vincent and Julie Strawhorn. Sausage in 
bread = $1.50.  Hamburger in bread = $2.00. Vegie Burger = $2.50. 
 
SCHOOL NURSE ς PREP QUESTIONNAIRES 
Just a reminder to Prep parents that the questionnaire for your Prep child is required to be returned to school by Thursday 
October22nd. Andrea Scott, our School Nurse will be commencing the Prep assessments on Monday October 26

th
. 

These completed questionnaires can be left at the office. 
 
WALKTOBER WALK-TO-SCHOOL 
Our school will be participating in the Walktober Walk-to-School event on Wednesday October 21

st
 to raise awareness of the 

physical, environmental and social benefits of walking.  We will investigate how many students walk to school prior to the day 
and then again on the day.  Just by participating in this event, our school will go into the draw to win sports equipment. 
 
SCHOOL WORKING BEE 
Our final school working bee is coming up on Sunday November 8

th
 and to help with the working bee we are asking parents of 

students in years 2 & 3 to come and help out with the working bee.  The working bee has a new starting time of 9:00 am and 
concludes at 1:00 pm with a barbeque lunch. If you can spare 30 minutes on the day to improve the environment of our school, 
it would be very much appreciated. 
Jobs to be attempted during the day include mowing and general gardening, installing a drip system in the front garden and in 
the veggie patch, pressure washing the quadrangle, remove an old seat and erecting a low fence around a garden bed. Tools 
required on the day include-crowbars, shovels, pressure washer, pliers and a sledge hammer. 
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BOOK CLUB 
All orders are due back to the office by Wednesday October 21 at 3.30pm. We are not able to accept late orders. If paying by 
credit card, please record those details on the order forms.  
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
Tune in to ABC radio this Wednesday morning at 7:20 am to hear Karen Harris tŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ vǳŀǊǊȅ IƛƭƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 
music venture with thousands of other schools in Australia.  On Thursday morning at 11:30 am the whole school will be singing 
ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ Lǎ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
Australia.  Students have been rehearsing this song during music lessons, and are eagerly awaiting this historic event ς !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
biggest music gig! If you would like to join us, meet us in the school quadrangle just before 11:30 am.   For more information, see 
the website www.musiccountusin.org.au  
 
THANK YOU 
The school would like to extend a big thank you to David Bayliss, (father of 
Liam and Emma) from Bayliss Rugs and Mats for donating brand new mats for 
the students to sit on during assembly and lunch.  Thank you David it is very 
much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 5/6 News 
IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ±ƻƭŎŀƴƻ 
Harry Godfrey, grade 6, was so inspired with our inquiry on Natural Disasters that he 
decided to investigate how to make a chocolate volcano erupt. As a consequence, the 
grade 5/6 children were delighted when he came to school with his model of a chocolate 
volcano (covered in lollies for effect) and proceeded to demonstrate how he could get his 
volcano to erupt (with the help of some diet coke and mentos sweets). All agreed that it 
was the best eruption ever! 
 
Science in Our 5/6 Classroom 
Last week we were creating seismographs to measure shockwaves made by 
ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜǎΦΦΦΦΦΦǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜǊǳǇǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻŜǎΗ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
to read and follow directions to create a volcanic eruption using bicarbonate of soda and 
vinegar. A lot of mess, a lot of fun and a lot of learning! 
          

  
Above: Harry with his chocolate 
volcano. 
Right: Samantha, Mary and Grace 
create their own volcanic eruption. 
 

 
Puberty and Personal Development Sessions ς Grade 6 
DǊŀŘŜ с ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ΨtǳōŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
November 2

nd
Φ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ be conducted by our school nurse, Ms Andrea 

Scott. Permission forms for this program were sent home early last week. Could parents please ensure these are returned to 
school by the end of this week. 
 
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.musiccountusin.org.au
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Cybersmart Guide to Internet Safety 
Attached to this ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ό!/a!ύ ŀōƻǳǘ 
internet safety. The brochure covers topics including chatrooms, webcams and filters, and contains useful advice for both 
parents and children. 
 
Walkathon 

The school Walkathon will be held on Tuesday October 27
th

 at the Kennington Reservoir from 1.45pm ς 2.45 pm. 
Buses will leave school at 1.20 pm.  All parents and grandparents are invited to join the walk.  It is important that all children 
bring sufficient drinks for the walk.  Sponsor cards were sent home last week, please encourage your child to collect sponsors.  
Children are to return their permission slip for the walk and also return their sponsorship card to their class teacher on the 
morning of the walk. 
 
PFA NEWS 
Grandparents Day 
Thank you to all our guests that attended Grandparents and Special Friends day on Friday. This was a very well attended day and 
ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ōǳǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ viewing the unique portraits 
our students worked on throughout term 3. 
aǊǎ /ǳǎŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ DǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ κ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ aǊǎ IŀǊǊƛǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳǘ 
together the music items for the concert, we say a big THANK YOU! 
Thank you also to all those families who donated morning tea items and to PFA members who assisted in preparing, serving, 
cleaning up and the selling portraits.  
 
New Preps day ς Thursday October 22

nd
  

On Thursday our 2010 preps will visit the school for information /transition session. PFA provides a sausage sizzle and fruit for 
this session. We require a couple of helpers to cook the BBQ between 11.30 am and 12.30 pm, if you are available to help please 
see Jodie Darroch or Alice. 
I trust everyone is into the swing of a very busy term 4. 
Enjoy 
Kerrie and Rose 
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The Quarry Hill Primary School PFA would like to thank the following businesses that have supported us during the year.  We 
encourage all of our school community to use these businesses where ever possible. 
 

   

   

   

 

 

 

   

  

 

 


