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IMPORTANT DATES
Time Details
October
Wednesday 28 All Day Public Holiday — Bendigo Cup
Friday 30 World Teacher’s Day
November
2,3,9,10 Personal Development Program Sessions — Grade 6
Tuesday 3 9.00 am Grade 5/6 Melbourne Cup Day Parade
Sunday 8 9.00 am —1.00 pm Working Bee Rooms 1,2 & 3
Wednesday 11 10.50 am Remembrance Day Commemoration Assembly
Thursday 12 9.00am —11.00 am Wild Action — Mini Beast Incursion Prep/1
19, 20, 21 Energy Breakthrough
25-27 Maldon Camp Grade 3/4
Thursday 26 Grade 2 Sleepover
December
Tuesday 8 Orientation Day Grade 6
Wednesday 9 School Christmas Carol Celebration
Friday 11 School Disco
Monday 14 Pinnell Swimming
Tuesday 15 Grade 6 Graduation
Friday 18 1.30 pm Last day of Term - Early Finish

Principal’s Report
Hi everyone,

Staffing 2010

For those of you who are unaware, Mrs Barbara Poustie has decided to retire at the end of this year. Barb will be a significant
loss to our school and her work ethic and dedication to Quarry Hill Primary School will be sadly missed.

Barbara taught at Sunbury, Reservoir East and Doncaster Heights before coming to Bendigo. She recommenced teaching after
family leave at Bendigo PS in 1989 and started at Quarry Hill in 1990 where she remained for the rest of her career. Barbara has
been an outstanding classroom teacher but it is the extra work she has done around the school that will be irreplaceable. Barb
often spent a great deal of her time after hours and on weekends here at school doing all the little things to ensure the school’s
smooth operations. Barb has been a member of the school council for many years and has held the secretary role for the past six
years. She has taught art, library, PE and has spent most of her classroom teaching in the P-2 department. Barb has been the ICT
(computers) coordinator for the past 10 years and has been an active member of the environment committee. Barb has had a
considerable role as our library coordinator (maintained, purchased, catalogued and organised books) spanning her whole time
here at QHPS.

Miss Natasha Harding is having some leave next year to teach in the Northern Territory. Natasha has been here at QHPS since
2007 and has been an outstanding asset to our school, particularly in the areas of mathematics and ICT (Information
Communication Technologies- computers). Natasha began her career at Flora Hill SC so her knowledge of that system has also
been beneficial to our school and year 6 students. We hope to see Natasha return to QHPS in 2011.

Ms Robyn Lilburne will be returning to our school next year after a term at Eaglehawk PS. We look forward to Robyn’s return.
We have advertised two positions and will have new staff in place for the beginning of next year.
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Prep Picnic

We had a terrific turn out on Thursday with approximately 35 preps for 2010 in attendance. They all received a school hat and
further information regarding upcoming transition days. We had a sausage sizzle lunch and some fruit and then they participated
in some parachute games with staff members. Thanks to the PFA for organising and cooking the lunch and to Sheryl Somerville,
Tova Smith and Alice for their work and support in guaranteeing the day was a success.

School Council Summary
Last Monday we had our October meeting. Some of the points of discussion included:

e Advertising private businesses in the school’s newsletter. We decided that we would continue to advertise not-for-profit
organisations that promote the education, health or wellbeing of our students.

e The Attitudes to School survey results- this is the survey completed by all grade 5 & 6 students with questions around
three main areas, wellbeing, teaching & learning and student relationships. Overall our results were still lower than
expected but 9/11 areas were higher than 2008. The staff and leadership team along with further feedback from the
students are looking at a number of improvement strategies and actions for 2010 and beyond.

e We had the Regional Ultranet coach, Marc Blancs provide us with some information about the ultranet introduction
from next year and about the continuation of the 1:1 netbook program into next year. The school is looking at some
proposals for this to occur and will present some options at the next school council meeting.

e Asaresult of discussions at PFA we are holding the school disco during the day on December 11" allowing a more
community orientated activity such as the Celebration and Christmas Carol night to proceed on December 9™

2010 Term Dates

Term 1 February 1* - March 26"
Preps will have Wednesdays off in February so teachers can conduct prep interviews
Term 2 April 12" - June 25™
Term 3 July 12" - September 17"
Term 4 October 4" - December 17"

2010 Daily timetable
Next year we will be trialling a slightly different daily timetable from this and previous years. It will operate as follows:
9:00 am - 11:00 am - 2 hour learning block

11:00 am - 12:00 pm - lunch break

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm - 2 hour learning block
2:00 pm - 2:30 pm - Afternoon recess break
2:30 pm -3:30 pm - 1 hour learning block

The reasons for the changes are as follows:
e One hour blocks fit in with our specialist timetable more conveniently and we don’t have to start and finish specialist
classes either side of the lunch break as we currently do.
e Ifthere are interruptions in the morning session due to specialist classes, every class will still be able to conduct a two
hour uninterrupted literacy block.
e Lunch break at 11:00 am ensures that the students are having enough to eat to sustain them until the afternoon break.
We believe that having the substantial and often healthy lunch items such as sandwiches at this time will assist with
this.
e  Students will still have fruit breaks throughout the day.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to call in and speak to me about this.

Christmas Carol Celebration Evening - Wednesday December o'

This year, as an end of year celebration of learning and community gathering, we will be conducting a ‘Christmas Carol
Celebration Evening’. This event will be held on Wednesday December 9™ All grades will be performing a song and leading a
Christmas carol and we hope to have performances from the choir, instrumentalists, jazz ballet, Indonesian instruments and lots
more. We will also be presenting some awards on the night. It promises to be an enjoyable community evening, and it would be
wonderful to see a large representation from our school community in attendance. More information will follow but please place
this date in your diaries now.

REPEAT NOTICES

Pupil Free Days for 2010

The Victorian Government Schools Agreement determines that the first three days of term one and the third last Friday of term
two as pupil free days. This means that for the 2010 school year the pupil free days are as follows 27”‘, 28" and 29" January and
11" June.

The first day of school for students in 2010 is Monday February 1%,
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Planning for 2010 & Friendship Requests

The 2010 grade structures are yet to be finalised however we will be running an extra class next year. We will have 10
classrooms and a likely enrolment of 240 students giving us an average of 24 students per class, smaller than this year.

Staff places a great deal of importance on class structures and aim to establish productive environments that support learning as
well as maintaining and building friendship groups. We try and aim for a balance of educational and social needs in each
classroom.

If you have specific information about friendship placements which you feel that we at the school would not be aware of, please
let me know in writing by Friday November 6". Please be aware that requests for specific teachers will not be considered.

“YOU CAN DO IT FOCUS”
This term we will be focussing on the key foundation of Persistence.

Our Habit of the mind is: Working Tough.
Thought for the Fortnight: In order to be successful in the future, | sometimes have to do things that are not easy or boring

now.

PRINCIPAL AWARDS

Persistence

Angus Hargreaves
Hayley Forster
Miciah Frost

James Duivenvoorden
Jade Dowsey

Caitlin Wall

Jorja Rose Valentine
Wendy Challinor
Getting Along
Nathan Gemmell
Tyler Britton

for persisting with his handwriting and making a huge improvement.
for her improved efforts in writing.

for persistence in writing interesting stories.

for his creative story writing.

for demonstrating great persistence and completing her maths work.
for demonstrating great persistence and completing her maths work.
for demonstrating great persistence and completing her maths work.
for excellent efforts in writing each week.

for outstanding teamwork to complete zoo enclosure.
for outstanding teamwork to complete zoo enclosure.

Luka Day for outstanding teamwork to complete zoo enclosure.
Will Crane for always helping others in class.
Confidence

Paige McMaster for confidence with her maths.
Have a good week

Andrew Schaeche

Acting Principal

SAUSAGE SIZZLE

The sausage sizzle will be available this Friday. Tickets can be purchased from Grade 5/6 students who will be selling tickets in
the quadrangle from 8.30 — 9.00 am outside Room 9. This week’s helpers are Anita Grigg and Kristy Dixon. Sausage in bread =
$1.50. Hamburger in bread = $2.00. Vegie Burger = $2.50.

SCHOOL WORKING BEE

Our final school working bee is coming up on Sunday November 8" and to help with the working bee we are asking parents of
students in years 2 & 3 to come and help out with the working bee. The working bee has a new starting time of 9:00 am and
concludes at 1:00 pm with a barbeque lunch. If you can spare 30 minutes on the day to improve the environment of our school,
it would be very much appreciated.

Jobs to be attempted during the day include mowing and general gardening, installing a drip system in the front garden and in
the veggie patch, pressure washing the quadrangle, remove an old seat and erecting a low fence around a garden bed. Tools
required on the day include-crowbars, shovels, pressure washer, pliers and a sledge hammer.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
There will be an environment committee meeting on Thursday November 5" The meeting will begin at 8:00 am in room 3.
Anyone interested in improving the environment of our school is most welcome to attend.

MULBERRY LEAVES NEEDED

The students in Prep/1 will be raising silk worms this term as part of their unit on Mini Beasts. We seek your help in providing
mulberry leaves to help keep the silk worms fed. If you have or know someone with a mulberry tree that could provide us with
leaves until the end of term please let Mr Butcher in room 6 know.

Thank you

Phone: 5443 3537
Fax: 5442 7590
Mobile: 0427 595 073
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WALKTOBER — WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

Thank you to all the students who participated in the walk to school day last Wednesday October 21%. On the day prior to this
event 48 students walked to school and on the day 144 students walked to school. What a fantastic effort. All those students
that participated in the event will receive a sticker.

INTER-SCHOOL CHORAL DAY

Last Friday Quarry Hill PS participated in an inter-school choral day. The students were involved in various activities throughout
the day and were also able to perform our latest choir song “Long White Sails”. Here are some comments some of the students
wrote about the day.

On Friday abiout 30 peaple from the 3 te 6 choir went te an intex-school choral day. Therte we went avcund to different
activities ta learn new songs and do seme drama. Ut the end they all came together and each schacl sang one song te all
the cotfier schoels. We sang “Long White Sales’.

Sarah W 5(6

I loved the choral fund day because | love singing in a choir and it was good to see how the other choirs sang. It wasn't all singing either. We
learnt some rhythms and did some drama.
Elyse M Grade 5

Friday the twenty third of October

Twenty four of Quarry Hil I|-séheol cldtalaay.rlt wamefon thewhde day end we petfaomed n i |
our | atest song oOLong White Sailso. We also |l earned. a |
Ehthan M Year 5

Today the 239 of October | and the school choir attended aimter-school choral fun day at St Andrews Church. We all went

to four separate activities which were about singing and havmg fun. At the end all of the choirs gam) 7A1T 0 O A,
10O A OETCI A OAETTI xA OATc O,i1¢c 7EEOA 3AEI 068

Brayden W-T Grade 5

On Friday some people went to perform in a hall. We s ai
Friday.

Lilly G 2/3M

I really enjoyed the choral fun day and | hope to do it
woul dndédt want to miss. Ildab.s got drama an

Ruby M 2/3M

On Friday 23 ™ of October Quarry Hill went to the inter -school choral fun day and had lots of activities like

dr ama, rhyt hms and heaps of singing. At the end each s
Whi t e Sai | siljKenningianarp a ldt of other schools sang a song each. 1 really enjoyed going

there today. | had heaps of fun.
Brianna M Grade 5/6

| really enjoyed the inter -school choral day. It was expressive and inspirational. The funniest part was the
drama. | liked the mime game as well as the acting game. | was playing the part with Mezzi. We did a play
about the park and there was a dog. We had to climb on the playground. My second favourite thing was
doing the acting for o0l Wesameightschools ¢herél a pMagyhibrough TCamp Hill,
Quarry Hill, St Josephs, Mercherson, St Monicas, Kennington and White Hills. We played outside for a

little while for a chance for us to have a break. Longt t |
White Sail so. I't wasndt that | oudn SkepstSong.t Itwasafmn. Weaiatso Thel
sang with half the schools 0l Want to be Happyo. Then

Stephanie D Grade 5/6

Grade 5/6 News

Preparation for Puberty and Personal Development Sessions — Grade 6

As part of the Grade 6 curriculum, Andrea Scott (school nurse) will conduct the program ‘An Introduction to Puberty and
Personal Development’. The aim of the program is to introduce students to the changes experienced in puberty, related social
issues and general aspects of health and body image. The sessions include an introduction to basic anatomy and reproduction.
If you have any queries regarding the content of this program, please contact Andrea Scott (ph. 0418 133205) to find out more
about the program.
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This program begins next Monday, November 2" and children will only participate with parent consent. Consent forms should
be returned to school by this Friday, October 30™.

Melbourne Cup Day Celebration

It is a Quarry Hill tradition that the children in grades 5/6 participate in a Melbourne Cup Celebration on the day of the Cup.
Children will be dressing up for the occasion and will participate in a parade at a special assembly on the day. We welcome
families to our assembly on Tuesday, November 3" which will be held at 9.00 am.

Please note change of dates — The Pinnell Swimming event will now be held on Monday, December 14" and the Grade 6

Graduation will be held on Tuesday, December 15",

Children in Grade 5/6 have been writing narratives about escaping from a natural disaster. Below is one example that we’d like
share with the school community. Happy reading!

Tsunami

As | looked across the pure blue ocean, a large ripple caught my eye. People started to run
into the water grabbing their children and running from the shore.

| started to panic when | noticed the waves were moving at amazing speeds towards the
beach! Il turned in fear, but |1 coul dn
feet, and pulled me into its cold body. I spluttered and coughed as | drew in a heap of air.
Adrenaline pumped through me as | tried to scramble to my feet, but it was as if the water
had paralysed my | egs. |l coul dndét mov

Another huge wave pumped over my head, and pushed me into the rough brick wall in
front of me. | gasped in pain forgetting | was under water. | choked horribly, my head was
stinging and | could taste my own blood. | could faintly hear the screams of families
through the thick water.

| was starting to feel faint, and | |
being pushed by the reckless waves.

Asuddencol dness swept through me when | r
end?0 | thought to myself. My body wa
peaceful kind of cold.

I closed my eyes and let them roll to the back of my head. It was not what I thought dying
would be like, just darkness. | forget about everything, all the pains, all my family, and
just let myself float, and float and float.

By Celeste Lloyd.

COMMUNITY NEWS

ON THE BUSES

Term 3 was a very challenging time for most Walking School Buses. The wet and windy conditions meant that numbers were
down across the programs. Term 4 has got off to a much better start enabling more children to jump on board the busses to
enjoy a more active and healthier way to travel to school. Whilst Term 3 was quieter on the streets we were able to conduct
another three volunteer training and induction sessions at St Monica’s PS, Holy Rosary PS and Quarry Hill PS. Welcome aboard
to all those new parents, grandparents and community members who have volunteered to be a part of the program. It’s great to
have your support to enable children to become familiar with their neighbourhood while riding the bus to their school.

Karen Larkins WSB Coordinator

GO SAILING DAY

The Bendigo Yacht Club, in conjunction with Yachting Victoria, is hosting a ‘Go Sailing Day” at the Bendigo Yacht Club, Sunset
Drive, Lake Eppalock, on SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8" from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. Come out to the lake and try sailing! Bring a picnic
lunch, or a sausage sizzle will be available. Also bring a change of clothes (just in case you get wet), suitable footwear, a hat or
cap and some SPF30. Safety gear will be provided. Pre-register by contacting lan Wallis on 0408 102 272, or Rowan Gillies on
5442 4164, or just come on the day!
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