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IMPORTANT DATES 

NOVEMBER 
Friday 14th  All day Professional Practice Day (no students at school- 

OSHC OPEN- bookings required) 
Tuesday 18th 8:15am-3:30pm Grade 2 Kyabram Fauna Park (Excursion) 
Wednesday 19th Various times 2026 Prep Transition 
Thursday 27th Various times 2026 Prep Transition 
Friday 28th 9:00am Issue 8 Book Club Orders due to the office 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 4th 2:30pm-4:45pm 

 
 
 

QHPS Disco (Casual clothes and gold coin  
donation) 
P-2: 2:30-3:30pm 
3-6: 3:30-4:45pm 

Monday 8th TBC Grade 5/6 Big Day Out 
Tuesday 9th  9:30am-11:00am Statewide Transition Day 
Friday 12th 9:00am Special Assembly - 2026 School Leaders and  

Calder Balsillie Award 
Monday 15th 9:00am P-2 Christmas Concert (Quadrangle) 
Tuesday 16th 12:00pm 

 
5:45pm for a  
6:00pm start 

Grade 6 Graduation Lunch (For students and  
staff- at QHPS) 
Grade 6 Graduation (at BSE in the Auditorium)  

Friday 19th 9:00am-1:30pm Last Day of Term 4- Early Finish 
 

 
Reminders: 

• ‘No hat, no play’ 
-Spare hats available at the office for $12. 

• Grade 2 Kyabram Fauna Park Excursion (Tuesday 18th November): 
-Students need to arrive at school at 8:10am for an 8:15am departure.  

      -Students will be back at school for normal pick up time at 3:30pm. 
• Grade 6 Graduation Lunch 

Please complete and return order form, and make payment through the office by Monday 8th 
December. 

 

                Principal: Anne Rochford 
School Council President: Andrew Ellis 
PFA President: Michelle Kennedy  

                PFA Vice President: Rhayven Milliner 
 

2025 TERM DATES 
Term 4: 6th October - 19th December 
2026 TERM DATES 
Term 1: 27th January (students start 28th January) - 
2nd April  
Term 2: 20th April - 26th June 
Term 3: 13th July - 18th September 
Term 4: 5th October - 18th December  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

~OUR VALUES~ 

Kind 
I understand 
that everyone is 
different. 
I co-operate. 
I respect myself, 
others, and the 
environment. 
I am community 
minded. 
I belong. 

Curious 
I am a learner. 
I seek 
knowledge. 
I ask questions. 
I explore and 
wonder. 
I create. 
 

Brave 
I am honest. 
I am 
independent. 
I have high 
expectations. 
I am resilient. 
I am open to 
feedback. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   

Our Vision: 
QHPS students are empowered to be 
engaged learners. Our community 
fosters a culture of respect and 
belonging. 
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ENROLMENTS & CLASS PLACEMENTS 2026 
If your child will not be attending Quarry Hill Primary School in 2026, we would appreciate you letting us know 
as soon as possible. If there are any considerations for placements for student classes in 2026, please discuss 
with Anne Rochford or your child’s teacher and then send in writing by Friday Nov 14th, to 
Anne.Rochford@education.vic.gov.au 
Please note that it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers. 
 

2026 BOOKLISTS AND CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION 
2026 Booklists and Contribution information has been sent home with each student.  
Orders for booklists need to be completed online, with all instructions included on the sheet. Booklists 
completed online by Friday 12th December will be delivered to the school before the end of term. Booklists 
submitted after this date will be delivered to the school in January. Further details regarding collection will be 
communicated through Compass and the Newsletter.  
Any questions regarding the booklist or contributions, please do not hesitate to contact the office. 
 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Orders for Issue 8 of Scholastic Book Club are due to the office at 9am on Friday 28th November. No late 
orders will be accepted. This is the last Book Club issue for the year.  
To order the books online and pay with your credit card via the LOOP facility visit 
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx  
The LOOP facility eliminates the need to put your credit card number on the order form and/or hand over 
cash. For paper copy book orders please include your child’s name and classroom room number and/or 
teacher on the top of the form and return to office with correct payment by due date.  
 

ANDREW CALDER BALSILLIE AWARD 
This award will be given out at our assembly on Friday 12th December to the selected Grade 4 student. The 
following details outline the award.  
The Balsillie family have been associated with the school for well over 100 years. On 3rd April 1911, the staff 
and students marched from the old Olinda Street School to the new school here in Peel Street, led by 6-year-
old Calder Balsillie playing the kettle drum. Calder’s father Andrew was an active member of the School 
Council in the early years also. Calder’s son John attended the school from 1933 to 1940. One of John’s 
children also attended the school.  
In 2007, John Balsillie established the Andrew Calder Balsillie Citizenship Award to be awarded each year to a 
student in Grade 4 for ‘Active participation and making an outstanding contribution to the school community.’  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
There will be no more borrowing available from Friday 5th of December.  
All books will be due back by Monday 15th of December so that the library is able to be cleaned in preparation 
for 2026.  

 

WEBPAGE TO HELP FAMILIES AND STUDENTS PREPARE FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR  
A new school year is an exciting time for students and families, but it can be a big step – particularly for those 
starting Prep, secondary school, or VCE. 
The Department of Education has a webpage with resources and information to help you prepare for the new 
school year. 
During the school holidays, please consider reading through the resources, which include: 

• tips to help transition from kinder to Prep, primary to secondary school, and Year 10 to VCE 
• what to expect at school 
• help with school costs and fees 
• health and wellbeing guidance to support children’s mental health.  

  Please refer to the New year of learning webpage. 

mailto:Anne.Rochford@education.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmybookclubs.scholastic.com.au%2FParent%2FLogin.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cjones.narelle.s%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C5131cf1514f248a500c708d6cc8ecd8d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636921311055860497&sdata=dQlUGFdhMqWXtc%2FzFCWVGgyMqK6m0pP8lpWdTzZoxmk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fnew-year-learning&data=05%7C02%7CRenae.Irwin%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0ea39ff539aa4822ff8a08de20cdd35b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638984265543477901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lAWw6VoytxjwiSnpl8Y2gx5fXKkRpG95bPTK%2BC9LoqY%3D&reserved=0
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FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
From 1 January 2026, people aged under 18 can travel free on all Victorian public transport services using a 
new youth myki card. This includes trams, trains, buses and coach services.  
To access free travel, they must tap the myki card on and off each time they travel. For areas that do not use 
myki cards, they must show their myki card to travel free. 
More information about the youth myki card will be available later in Term 4, 2025 – refer to the myki types 
webpage on the Transport Victoria website. 
For more information about other travel options to school, and support for eligible students, refer to the 
Travelling to school webpage on the Victorian Government website. 

 

 
SCHOOL DISCO 
Our School Disco is upcoming on Thursday 4th December and we need some parent/carer helpers to assist 
on the day. 
Here are the ways you can help: 
Setting Up Helpers - 9.00am - 11.00am  
-Putting the decorations up and setting up for the Disco  
-General preparations 
Face Paint Helpers 1:30pm-2:15pm 
-Helping apply face paint (very simple stick face paint style stripes) 
Junior Disco Helpers - 2.15pm - 3.30pm 
-Serving popcorn and Zooper Doopers 
-General assistance 
Senior Disco Helpers - 3.30pm - 4.45pm 
-Serving popcorn and Zooper Doopers 
-General assistance   
Packing Up Helpers - 4.45pm - 5.15pm 
-Taking down decorations and packing up. 

 

Please let the staff in the office know if you are available to assist at any of those times by November 21st. 
All helpers will need to show a Working With Children Check to the office.  
The Disco is such a fun event to be part of, and it is a welcoming space for new parent volunteers to join in. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for the wonderful turn out at our ‘Spring Picnic’ last night.  
It was great to see so many of our families enjoying the sunshine and joyful atmosphere.  
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Ftravelling-school&data=05%7C02%7CRenae.Irwin%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0ea39ff539aa4822ff8a08de20cdd35b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638984265543542500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B7ScSZTPdQNmRMIM85DGM34e9oSwBDzDCClyYmC7oPw%3D&reserved=0
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For more information or to register for FREE webinars visit 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

 

Supporting healthy tech use as your child transitions into secondary school
This 45-minute webinar explores the social pressures, peer influences, and technological challenges young people 
face as they transition into secondary school. It also offers practical strategies for navigating online friendships and 
connections to help minimise negative experiences. It's suitable for parents and carers of children in upper primary 
school (ages 11 to 12) and Year 7. Learn more about this webinar. 
Term 4 (AEDT): 18 November, 12:30pm 
 Understanding and using parental controls to help protect your child online
Parental controls can be a useful addition to the strategies you use to help protect your child online. This 45-minute 
webinar covers the types of controls available, and how to use them alongside other online safety measures. It’s 
suitable for parents and carers of primary and high school students. Learn more about this webinar.  
Term 4 (AEDT): 6 November, 12:30pm 
 

Navigating the social media changes 
From 10 December 2025, certain social media 
platforms won’t be allowed to let Australian 
children under 16 create or keep an account, 
giving them more time to develop important skills 
and maturity. 
Quick facts: 

• The age restrictions are likely to apply 
to Facebook, Instagram, Kick, Reddit, Snap
chat, Threads, TikTok, X and YouTube, as 
well as other platforms.  

• Under-16s will still be able to see publicly 
available social media content that 
doesn’t require logging into an account. 

• Most standalone gaming and messaging 
apps, as well as many services that 
support health and education, will not be 
affected by the new law. 

• There are no penalties for under-16s who 
access an account on an age-restricted 
social media platform, or for their parents 
or carers. This is about making the 
platforms take greater responsibility for 
the safety of children – they face fines of 
up to $49.5 million dollars if they don’t 
take reasonable steps to implement the 
changes. 

 

 Start having open, ongoing conversations with 
under-16s about their social media use, how they 
feel about the new law and what they can do to 
get ready. You could use eSafety’s conversation 
starters for parents and carers to help with these 
conversations. 

 List the online platforms and apps children have 
accounts with, as well as the key people, groups, 
communities and services they connect with on 
each, to determine which accounts they are 
likely to lose. 

 Help your child plan and organise other ways to 
stay in contact with their friends, such as offline 
activities, or online messaging and gaming apps 
that are not age-restricted. Get them to note 
important phone numbers, tags and account 
names. 

 Together, search for age-appropriate sites, apps 
and offline activities that allow your child to 
follow their interests and build a sense of 
connection and community. This is especially 
important if they rely on social media for support 
services. 

Social Media Age Restrictions
How to get ready for the  

social media age restrictions 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars/supporting-healthy-tech-use-as-your-child-transitions-into-secondary-school
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars/understanding-and-using-parental-controls-to-help-protect-your-child-online
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To learn more about this free webinar, or register, please visit the below link 

Join us for our free webinar! 
 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/parent-support/prep-and-kindy-kids/big-school-webinar/?&utm_campaign=101_OSHC_LEARN_PREP&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_content=register-prep-webinar-school-email
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