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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

NOVEMBER   

Thursday 22nd – Saturday 24th  All Day Energy Breakthrough 

DECEMBER   

Thursday 6th  4.00pm-5.30pm 
6.00pm-8.00pm 

School Disco- Prep-2 
Grades 3-6 

Monday 10th  Various Swimming Program Commences 

Tuesday 11th 9.00am – 11.00am State Wide Orientation Day 

Wednesday 12th – Friday 14th  Various Swimming Program Continues 

Monday 17th Various Swimming Program Concludes 

Tuesday 18th All Day Swimming Carnival 

Wednesday 19th 5.30pm Grade 6 Graduation Bendigo Club 

Friday 21st 1.30pm End of Term 4 – Early Finish 

JANUARY 2019   

Tuesday 29th  Staff Commence 

Wednesday 30th  Start Up Day Interviews: Grades 1-6 
Prep Testing 

Thursday 31st  9.00am-3:30pm Grades 1-6 First Day of School 
Prep Testing 

FEBRUARY 2019   

Friday 1st   Prep Testing 

Monday 4th  9.00-3:30pm Prep First day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Clive Enever 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal 
best. 

               2018 TERM DATES 
Term 4   October 8 - December 21 
2019 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 30 – April 5 
Term 2 April 23 –June 28 
Term 3 July 15 – September 20 
Term 4 October 7 – December 20 

 
 
 
 

 

2018 ORIENTATION PROGRAM DATES FOR NEW 2019 PREPS: 

Tuesday 11th December 2018 - State-wide Transition Day  
Whole school, including 2019 Preps - 9.30am – 11.00am 

2019 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday January 30th -Start Up Meetings  
Students from Grades 1 – 6 attend their interview session with their parents.  
Thursday January 31st – Students from Grades 1 – 6 start school 
Wednesday January 30th, Thursday January 31st and Friday February 1st – Prep testing days.  
Prep teachers will send out interview times to families. 

SWIMMING COMMENCES DECEMBER 10TH PLEASE RETURN ALL NOTES  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
OZOBOTS IN GRADES 5 
Last Thursday I had the pleasure of witnessing the work of the students in Grade 5 in the area of digital coding. 
Over a number of weeks, students had spent time coding toy robots called Ozobots. (For those of us old enough to 
remember, they look a little like Pac-Man ghosts, with domes for heads.) These little robots have been designed to 
help blend the physical and digital worlds — and teach students programming skills.  The students learned how to 
train the robots to follow patterns on the surfaces that they roll over. The Ozobot can identify lines, colours, and 
codes on both digital surfaces, such as an iPad, and physical surfaces, such as paper. Students were required to 
have their roller coaster reach a minimum height of 20cm and the robot needed to move through or under 
something. The students calibrated the robots to follow lines by holding down a power button. They then drew 
lines for the robot to follow in an app. Each group of students was given a brief on the design aspects of their 
course, which involved various gradients, turns etc. It was great to witness the groups working together, making 
modifications on the run and encouraging each other. I’m not sure if any of the Ozobots completed the whole 
course, but there was lots of fun trying. Please click the following link to view the Ozobot rollercoasters. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xjnM1jL7vw&feature=youtu.be  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH MARYBOROUGH - THURSDAY 22ND TO SATURDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 
We wish our Energy Breakthrough team, the Sprocket Rockets, all the very best in Maryborough this week. They 
have put in many hours of training over the last few months in preparation for this three day event. A big thank you 
is extended to Mr Turner and all parents for their commitment to this event. A special thank you to all the sponsors 
of the team. Without your financial input, we would not be able to field a team.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL DISCO – THURSDAY DECEMBER 6TH  
The School Disco is coming up on Thursday December 6th. This year it will be a prepaid event. The Junior Disco will 
cost $4.00 and the Senior Disco will cost $5.00.  This money will cover entry to the disco, a drink, 1 sausage in bread 
a Zooper Dooper – and unlimited photos in the photo booth. Money can be paid at the office. A big thank you to 
our PFA for organising this great end of year event for the students. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xjnM1jL7vw&feature=youtu.be
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CLASS ORGANISATION FOR 2019 
Based on our current numbers, we will be running 16 classrooms in 2019.  The structure will be as follows: 
 

Prep 2 classes 

Grade P/1 1 class 

Grade 1/2 4 classes 

Grade 3/4 4 classes 

Grade 5 2 classes 

Grade 6  2 classes 

Grade 5/6 1 class 

 
Students will find out their teachers on the State-wide Transition Day on Tuesday, December 11th.  
There are still a couple of staffing arrangements that need to be finalised. These arrangements will be shared with 
the community as soon as possible. 
 
COMPOSITE CLASSES IN 2019 
As outlined above, we will be running a number of composite classes again in 2019.  I put the following piece in the 
newsletter last year, which still holds true: 
 
Composite classes have been the source of much controversy over the years, with parents often believing that their 
child is being disadvantaged in some way by being in one. The key to understanding composite grades is realising 
that growth is determined in stages and not magically by ages.  
Without a doubt, composite classes are a practical response to the problem of uneven grade enrolments e.g. when 
there are too many students to form one ‘straight’ grade, but not enough for two; but by combining students in this 
way also allows schools to ensure more consistent class sizes as well as address gender balance and balance 
students’ social, emotional and academic needs. It is because of this flexibility that composite classrooms are often 
optimal for student learning and not a negative thing as is so often perceived. 
Over the course of this year, the new Victorian Curriculum F-10 was rolled out by the Department of Education and 
Training across the state. The Victorian Curriculum differs from the Australian Curriculum in that it is a continuum of 
learning over 2 years, whereas the Australian Curriculum is based on year levels. This means that curriculum 
planning in Victoria is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than single year levels. The rationale behind the 
continuum is that it gives students opportunity and time to learn, thus ensuring they have time to consolidate their 
understanding.  
This two-year banding and the whole school approach to curriculum development and planning means that 
students in composite classes do not have to repeat themes and topics of learning. Education is about more than 
academic achievement and age is not necessarily an accurate predictor of a child’s development. Within any 
classroom, there is a wide-range of student abilities that exist in children of the same age. 
 
At Quarry Hill Primary School, I would like to believe that the quality of teaching, combined with student interest 
and engagement are considered more important than class structure, whatever form that might take, providing a 
differentiated curriculum that caters to all children as individuals, according to their needs is the school’s ultimate 
goal. 
 
START UP MEETINGS 2019 FOR GRADES 1 – 6  
On Wednesday, January 30th 2019, we will be conducting our Start Up Meetings for Grades 1 - 6.  
Each student and his or her parents/carers attend for a scheduled 15-minute meeting with the classroom teacher. 
A note will go home at the end of the year explaining how to book your appointment through the Compass Portal. 
It is a chance to introduce yourselves and to discuss issues, concerns and expectations for the year.  
Even though this day is still a long way off, it is important to get the process underway before the end of the year.  
Please note, Prep interviews will also commence on Wednesday, January 30th. These interview times are 
organised by the Prep Teachers. A separate note with interview times will be sent home to Prep parents. These 
interviews will continue on Thursday, January 31st and Friday, February 1st. Our Preps will commence their first 
full day of school on Monday, February 4th. Prep students have a ‘rest day’ on Wednesdays for the month of 
February. 
Have a great week. 
Jo Menzel 
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Principal 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
PASSION FOR LEARNING 
Dominic M (Room 14B)  for taking pride in the presentation of his buddy poster. 
Lily M (Room 15B)  for bringing a positive attitude to all learning tasks. 
Geordie O (Room 10B)  for your active thinking during our class Bizarre Bazaar. 
Vasey M (Room 14A)  for trying her best in creating a piece of writing with adjectives and adverbs. 
Caelan M (Room 5) for his excellent discussion text which included justifications and an amazing 

picture to match it. 
Zac H (Room 9) for always being enthusiastic to take on new challenges in his writing. 
CONFIDENCE 
Marta B (Room 15B)  for improving her confidence in speaking in front of the class. 
Caitlin O (Room 15A)  for her positive attitude to all classroom subjects. 
Edwin K (Room 7)  for being brave with his writing and attempting new words.    
PERSISTENCE 
Ella M (Room 12B)  for showing great persistence and having a go during our recent Maths Testing. 
Liam T (Room 15A)  for his improved confidence when completing writing tasks. 
Jesse B (Room 4)  for his improvement with his handwriting. 
Chloe L (Room 7) for improving her reading by learning her high frequency words & sounding out 

words. 
ORGANISATION 
Luca B (Room 12A) for working hard to keep up with her school work, whilst participating in 

extracurricular activities. 
 
2019 BOOKLISTS & STUDENT PERMISSION FORMS 
A Reminder that Booklists and Update forms including Student Permission, Parent Guardian Privacy Consent & 
Computer Acceptable Use are all due back to the school by Friday December 7th. Please return them as soon as 
possible. Your assistance in this matter is appreciated. 
 
THE ATHLETE’S FOOT BENDIGO FUNDRAISING PROGRAM 
The school is now participating in the Athlete’s Foot Bendigo School Rewards Program. This program is a great 
fundraising opportunity with $5.00 from every pair of shoes purchased from the Bendigo store donated back to our 
school. Individual families are also rewarded with their ClubFit Loyalty program with one point earned on every 
dollar spent and for every 300 points accumulated a $30.00 Athlete’s Foot voucher is automatically received. These 
vouchers can be redeemed against any purchase at any Athlete’s Foot store. All you have to do is mention our 
schools name when purchasing your shoes.  
 
ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH 2018 
Thank you to all our fantastic 2018 sponsors: - 

 Sponsors:  

Platinum Sponsor 

 $1000 McDonald’s Bendigo 

 $750 Anonymous Donor 
Gold Sponsor 

 $500 Traffic Australia 

 $550 The Good Loaf 
Silver Sponsor 

 $300 Vagabond Travel Gear 

 $250 Thredgold Law    

Bronze Sponsor 

 $100 Khan Family 

 $50 Sven Poulsen 
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BUSHLAND NEWS 
The Bushland Dreaming project is now moving into full planning mode. Most of the work will occur in the first two 
terms of 2019. We are seeking help in two areas at this stage: 
1. If you can help us run the sausage sizzle on Election Day November 24thwe’d be most grateful. Let Narelle 
know in the office.  
2. Are you a landscape architect or a landscape designer? We’re looking for help to design a site plan for the 
garden beds.  
 
WANTED FOR A NEW KITCHEN GARDEN PROJECT AT SCHOOL 
We are looking for six, or more, rough sawn fencing posts at least 150cm long to assist with our new Kitchen 
Garden. Any help would really be appreciated. 
Craig Harrop 
 
BOOKCLUB 
Issue 8 of Scholastic Book Club is due Friday 30th November. No late orders will be accepted.  
One of the features of Book Club is you can order the books online and pay with your credit card via the LOOP 
facility (visit http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/img/letter_tile.jpg for more information). The 
LOOP facility eliminates the need to put your credit card number on the order form and/or handover cash. 
For paper copy book orders please include your child’s name and classroom room number and/or teacher on the 
top of the form and return to office with correct payment. 
Thanks  
Jane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next PFA meeting date is Thursday November 22nd at 7.30pm in the multipurpose room. New members 
welcome. 
 

QHPS DISCO 
Thursday December 6th 

Multipurpose Room 

Prep to Grade 2    4.00pm to 5.30pm 
Grade 3 to 6  6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Book your Wristband NOW!! 
 

P.F.A News 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/img/letter_tile.jpg


Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel Street, Bendigo  3550   Phone: 5443 3537    
Email: quarry.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Fax: 5442 7590 
  Website:www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au     Mobile: 0427 595 073 

The annual QHPS Disco is BACK Thursday 6th December in the multipurpose room & astro turf. The Preps, Grade 1 
& 2’s (juniors) will kick it off at 4.00pm and finish at 5.30pm followed by the Grade 3, 4, 5 & 6’s (seniors) at 6.00pm 
to 8.00pm. Our DJ’S are back with their great tunes, lights and smoke machine, AND a new photo booth!  

This year we are doing things differently from previous years.  

It will now be a PREPAID EVENT. 
The junior disco will cost $4.00. This will include entry into the disco, 1 fruit box drink, 1 

sausage in bread, 1 Zooper Dooper & unlimited photos in the photo booth. 

The seniors will cost $5.00. This will include entry into the disco, 1 can of soft drink, 1 sausage in 

bread, 1 Zooper Dooper & unlimited photos in the photo booth.   
 
Glow sticks will be available to purchase on the night 3 for 50 cents. 
All students who are attending will need to pre-purchase their wristband prior to the disco at the office NOW! 
NO SALES OF WRISTBANDS ON THE NIGHT. 
All students will need to be dropped off at the multipurpose room and have their names marked off and wristbands 
put on. NO PASS OUTS ON THE NIGHT.  All students will remain in the multipurpose room and astro turf area at all 
times. All students will need to be picked up by a parent/carer from the same place after their session time please. 
 
We will once again be asking for volunteers to help on the night serve sausages, drinks, ZD and sell glow sticks. A 
roster is placed on the notice board outside Room 5, so choose an activity and time that will suit you. Without your 
support we can’t bring these fantastic events to life. Thank you for your continued support. QHPS PFA 
MORNING TEA 
A cuppa is a great way to come together as parents and on Thursday, join other parents at 9.00am for a cuppa and 
chat in the multipurpose room. The second-hand uniform shop is open both Monday afternoons (3:30pm -3:45pm 
- kindly opened by Rachele Bertuch) and again Thursday mornings during the cuppa-time catch ups from 9.00am-
10.00am. The uniform items can be purchased for just 50c each and we are always very grateful for any uniform 
donations that families are happy to pass on. 
 
BECOME A MEMBER 
The PFA is open to all members of our school community to join.  Mums, Dads, brothers, sisters, Aunties, Uncles, 
Grandparents and Carers are all eligible and welcome.  
Your involvement can be small or large and together will create an amazing community for our children.  
Come along to our next meeting or see the 
office for a membership form. 
Contact the office (Narelle) in the first instance for 
further information. 
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