
Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel Street, Bendigo  3550     
Email: quarry.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au      
Website:www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au 
Phone: 03 5443 3537        

 

The Poppet Head     
Weekly newsletter of Quarry Hill Primary School    
Thursday, November 30th, 2022    
Newsletter No. 19    

            
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES   

December    

Friday 2nd  10.00am – 10.30am 
 
12.30pm -1.45pm 

P-2 Excursion Old Church on the  
hill 
Grade 5/6 Baazar Bazzarr 

Monday 5th 6th ,7th , 8th , 9th  Various  Swimming – Gurri Wanyarra 

Monday 12th,14th, 15th  Various  Swimming – Gurri Wanyarra 

   

Tuesday 13th   9.30am – 11.00am  State-wide Transition Day- Whole 
School including 2023 Preps  

Wednesday 14th   
5.30pm  

Grade 6 Graduation Dinner, 
drop off time  

Friday 16th  4.00pm Compass- Reports available  

Tuesday 20th  1.30pm    Last Day of Term 4 

January    

Monday 23rd, 24th, 25th  8.00am – 12.00pm  Curriculum contributions, Book 
Collection Week. 

Monday 30th  Various  Start-up Day Interviews: 1-6 
2023 Prep Testing  

Tuesday 31st  9.00am – 3.30pm  
Various  

Grade 1-6 First Day of Term 1 
2023 Prep Testing Day  

February    

Wednesday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd  2023 Prep Rest Days  

Thursday 2nd   2023 Preps First Day  

March    

Wednesday 1st   Curriculum Day – Students not 
required to attend  

Reminders:  
• 2 Minute Car Park - Please do not leave your cars unattended as  

 these  are only for pick up & drop offs. 
• Second hand uniforms – Thursday 9.00am – 10.30am and  

Fridays 3.30pm -3.45pm  
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Claire Flanagan-Smith 

PFA President: Renee Selkrig 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 

Kind 
I understand that 
everyone is different 
I co-operate 
I respect myself, 
others and the 
environment 
I am community 
minded 
I belong 
 
 

Curious 
I am a learner 
I seek knowledge 
I ask questions 
I explore and wonder 
I create 
 
 
 

Brave 
I am honest 
I am independent 
I have high 
expectations 
I am resilient 
I am open to feedback 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   

Our Vision: 
QHPS students are empowered to be 
engaged learners. Our community 
fosters a culture of respect and 
belonging. 

2022 TERM DATES 
Term 4 October 3 – December 20 
2023 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 30 – April 6 
Term 2 April 24 – June 23 
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BOOKLISTS FOR 2023 
Students have already received their booklists for 2023. If you have any questions about the booklists, 
please do not hesitate to contact Narelle in the office. Book lists need to be ordered online by Sunday 
January 1st, 2023, to ensure supplies are ready for pick up on Book Collection Day from Monday 23rd 
January 2023. The office will be open from 8:00am – 12.00pm from Monday 23rd to Wednesday 25th of 
January. Please mark this day on your 2023 diary. 
 
SEMESTER TWO STUDENT REPORTS  
Reports will be released electronically via Compass on Friday, 16th December. Quarry Hill Primary 
School’s continuous reporting consists of Learning Tasks, a mid-year and an end of year report. Semester 
One teacher report comment focuses on your child’s work habits and how they have settled into the new 
school year. Semester Two teacher comment focuses on your child’s literacy and maths successes and a 
future area for improvement. 
Learning Tasks are regularly used throughout the term to capture and communicate your child’s growth. 
These tasks are shared on the student management app, Compass. It is important to access your child’s 
Learning Tasks because this is where you will be updated on their academic progress. 
 

NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY 
A reminder to all parents and carers that the newsletter is made available through Compass. The 
newsletter is also available on our school website. http://www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/ 
 

STAFFING UPDATE FOR 2023 

As the year draws to an end, we prepare to say goodbye to a number of our staff: 

• Jeremie Collard will be leaving us after working here as our Music teacher since 2016. Jeremie’s 

passion and personal musical talent has made our music program a rich and fun experience for 

our students. Our last production, The Wizard of Oz, was a wonderful swan song for Jeremie. 

Jeremie will be increasing his time fraction at Catholic College next year. 

• Yan Jiang has ably supported the Chinese language program this year. Yan’s presentation has been 

engaging and she has brought lots of fun to the program. Yan will be relocating to Melbourne in 

2023. At this stage her replacement has not been finalised.  

• Georgia Searle only joined our school this year, but during this time has made a huge impact on 

the education and wellbeing of the students and their families in Room 15. Her dedication, 

kindness and caring are wonderful attributes that will be missed by our school. Georgia will be 

commencing a position at Strathfieldsaye Primary School in 2023.  

• Amie Goodwin also joined our school this year and quickly made a positive impact not only on the 

students and families in Room 11, but across the school as well. Amie’s positivity and ‘can do’ 

attitude has been welcome. She organised the Birmingham Breakfast sessions with the Olympic 

athletes earlier in the year which was so engaging for all involved.  Amie will be focusing on her 

family for 2023.  

 

A very big thank you to each and every one of these very dedicated teachers for their contributions to our 

school. 

They have worked hard to support our students and brought a richness to our community. 

Next year we welcome back Tamieka McErvale (from Term 1) and Tova Penno (from Term 2). We will also 

welcome our new Chinese teacher when that process is finalised.  

http://www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/
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CLASS ORGANISATION FOR 2023 

In 2023 there will be 13 classes: 

Prep 2 classes 
Grade 1 2 classes 
Grade 2 2 classes 
Grade 3/4 3 classes 
Grade 5 2 classes 
Grade 6 2 classes 

Students will find out their teachers on the State-wide Transition Day on Tuesday, December 13th 

COMPOSITE CLASSES IN 2023 

As outlined above, we will be running several composite classes again in 2023. I have put the following 

piece in the newsletter over the last couple of years, which still holds true: Composite classes have been 

the source of much controversy over the years, with parents often believing that their child is being 

disadvantaged in some way by being in one. The key to understanding composite grades is realising that 

growth is determined in stages and not magically by ages. Without a doubt, composite classes are a 

practical response to the problem of uneven grade enrolments e.g. when there are too many students to 

form one ‘straight’ grade, but not enough for two; but by combining students in this way also allows 

schools to ensure more consistent class sizes as well as address gender balance and balance students’ 

social, emotional and academic needs. It is because of this flexibility that composite classrooms are often 

optimal for student learning and not a negative thing as is so often perceived.  

The Victorian Curriculum is a continuum of learning over 2 years. This means that curriculum planning in 

Victoria is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than single year levels. The rationale behind the 

continuum is that it gives students opportunity and time to learn, thus ensuring they have time to 

consolidate their understanding. This two-year banding and the whole school approach to curriculum 

development and planning means that students in composite classes do not have to repeat themes and 

topics of learning. Education is about more than academic achievement and age is not necessarily an 

accurate predictor of a child’s development. Within any classroom, there is a wide range of student 

abilities that exist in children of the same age. At Quarry Hill Primary School, I would like to believe that 

the quality of teaching, combined with student interest and engagement are considered more important 

than class structure, whatever form that might take, providing a differentiated curriculum that caters to 

all children as individuals, according to their needs is the school’s ultimate goal. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Kobi R, Fletcher W, Jimi R and Jonty M who represented Bendigo at the Vic Futsal State 
Titles and won their age group championship.  
Well done! 
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Next Meeting: Wednesday 7th of December at 9.00am in the Multipurpose Room. 

Join Our Facebook Page: Can't make a meeting, want to be involved, not 100% sure how much? Join our 
Facebook page, Quarry Hill PFA 2022 and request to join the group. 
This option is available for members to stay informed and be involved in a way that suits everybody. You 
can pop in or call the office for a form. You will receive an email to confirm the invitation to the page has 
been sent.  
Uniform Shop: Second hand uniforms are available for 50c. The shop is open on Thursday 9-10:30am or 
Friday 3:30-3:45pm located in the multipurpose Room. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
There will be no more borrowing available from the 5th of December. Students have many overdue library 
books from throughout the year. We ask if you could please have a thorough look for them in your 
homes.  
All books will be due back by Friday the 16th of December so that the library is able to be cleaned in 
preparation for 2023.  
 
ANDREW CALDER BALSILLIE GRADE 4 CITIZENSHIP AWARD  
Last Friday Gretta Balsillie presented the Andrew Calder Balsillie Grade 4 Citizenship Award at assembly. 
This year’s recipient was the very deserving Flynn S. Flynn is an inclusive student who consistently 
demonstrates the school values of Kind, Curious and Brave. Congratulations Flynn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GIRLS IN STEM 
Alissa from the Bendigo Science and Discovery Centre presented two female Grade 6 2023 students their 
Girls in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) leadership badges at assembly last 
week. Congratulations Mollie E and Ivie P. 
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UPDATE INFORMATION  
It is extremely important that we hold your current address and phone details. If you have changed your 
address or phone number & not let the office know, please do so as soon as possible by either coming 
into the office directly or logging onto Compass and updating the information. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

Located in the office is the lost property box full of unclaimed items. If your child has misplaced a jacket or 

another piece of clothing, could you please pop into the office at some stage in the next three weeks to 

go through the box. All items left after this time will be donated to the second-hand uniform shop. 
  
BRIGHT FUTURES STEM 
Last week the Grade 5/6 students participated in the Bright Futures STEM program. They were able to 
talk to industry professionals, employed in various STEM fields. 
The Bright Future STEM Program is facilitated by Australian Resources and Energy Employer Association, 
(AREEA) the peak employer group for the resources and energy industry. 
The program engages children (aged 9-12) in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) at an 
early age, raising awareness of the diverse range of highly rewarding, technologically advanced of jobs 
available from choosing to study STEM subjects. 
Students were able to experiment with VR (Virtual Reality), Coding robots, Building towers and more. All 
students were thoroughly engaged and enjoyed learning more about STEM. 
Mrs Fry 
  

 

 
KITCHEN GARDEN  
On Wednesday the Grade 6 hosted a High Tea for the Quarry Hill Croquet Club members to say thank you for 
teaching them this term. Each week the Grade 5 and 6 classes have been involved in lessons provided by the 
Croquet Club members learning the rules and practising the skills of the game.  
Next week we have a tournament between the classes down at the club.  The students have really enjoyed this 
experience, learning new skills and mixing with people in the community. The Kitchen Garden program has spent 
the last few weeks making a variety of sweet and savoury treats for the occasion. A very big thank you to Amanda 
and Renee for all of the help they provided to make this such a special occasion. Congratulations to the Grade 6’s 
on a beautiful spread of food and a lovely afternoon.  
Helen and the club members were very appreciative and have invited any students who would like to have a go a 
croquet to bring their parents down for a play on Wednesday December 14th and 21st at 4pm. 
Ms Vandeurse  
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS  
Brave  
Toby S (Room 14)  for challenging himself to have a go at more classroom activities. 
Ed B (Room 17)   for persisting through challenges in Bizarre Bazaar production. 
Elle L.L (Room 12)  for being open to feedback and working hard to improve her handwriting. 
    Great Effort Elle!  
Ayrlea A (Room 10)  for always pushing through challenges. Well done, Ayrlea! 
Mahalia B (Room 1)   for taking on teachers feedback when working with coins during maths! 
Ariah W (Room 15)   for taking on challenges and being open to feedback to improve her work. 
Evie J (Room 6)   for always having high expectations during all learning activities.  
Curious  
Dominic M (Room 11)  for showing enthusiasm to write his leadership speech. 
Beth L Room 15)  for using her creative ideas to design a brand new invention! 
Harper H (Room 6)  for her improved fluency, reading with increased speed and accuracy. 
Mollie E (Room 10)   for pushing yourself to grow in your learning. Well done! 
Harry G (Room 9)  for making number towers and making addition sums for teen numbers. 
Hatty K (Room 9)  for challenging herself to write sentences with a capital letter, finger spaces 
    and a full stop. 
Lucy K (Room 9)   for super curiosity with making analogue and digital clicks in the   
    Investigation Room. 
Lexie W (Room 1)   for independently writing her own explanation text. “How to make a banana 
    smoothy”!   
Harper P (Room 10)  for getting all your Bizarre Bazaar materials ready. Well done! 
Kind  
Harry J (Room 10)   for always showing respect to those around him. Great leadership, Harry! 
Charlie G.C (Room 8)  for making good choices at play times.

 

ESMART TOPIC: HELP BOOST KIDS' SAFETY, PRIVACY, AND SECURITY 
When kids start to go online, whether they're playing multiplayer games, using educational apps, or just 
following their curiosity on Google, it's important that they understand the basics of online privacy and 
safety. 
 Check out these 5 tips 

1.    Discuss personal vs. private info. 

Talk about the difference between what's OK to share online (favourite colour) and what's not (home 
address). 

2.    Use privacy settings. 
Together, go through the settings on all new apps to make sure you both know what information your 
kids are sharing. 
Avoid location tracking. 
Location-aware apps can be super helpful. But apps that use a device's location to help people find your 
kid or offer them ads for nearby businesses should be used with caution. Turn them off if you can. 

3.    Power up passwords. 
Work together with kids to help them come up with complex passwords. Think outside the dictionary. 
Use phrases and special characters that make passwords hard to guess but easy to remember. Remind 
kids to keep passwords private and change them regularly. 
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4.    Skip quizzes. 

Help kids identify and avoid clickbait, quizzes, special offers, and anything that asks for personal or private 
information. This helps keep information secure and devices safe. 
Full article: https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-privacy-and-security? 
(Common Sense Media) 

 

Child Safe Standards in Practise at Our School. 

This week we are dipping into the final two of our Child Safe Standards 

A reminder information on the Child Safe Standards can be found in the Term 4 newsletters as well as on our 

website. 

Child Safe Standard 10: Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed and 

improved. 

Being a child safe school requires an ongoing effort. We regularly review our policies, procedures and practices 

making sure they are up to date, effective and fully implemented. This helps us to maintain the best approach to 

child safety and wellbeing and minimise the risk of harm. The outcomes of periodic reviews will also be shared with 

you.  

Child Safe Standard 11: Policies and procedures that document how schools are safe for children, young 

people and students. 

Child Safety is a shared responsibility. By involving all of you, we increase the likelihood that our students will be 

safe, and they will trust us with their concerns. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a 

member of staff or contact Anne Rochford on 5443 3537. 

COMMUNITY DENTAL SERVICE 
Bendigo Health offers a Public Dental Clinic. Children do not require a referral and the clinic is available to anyone 
under 13 years of age, irrespective of family income. There will not be any out-of-pocket costs when children are 
treated in a public dental clinic. All public dental clinics bulk bill treatments for eligible children (under 13). 

 
HEALTHY EATING 
A whole-school approach to healthy eating brings together principals, school councils, staff, school food 
services, students, families and the wider community to promote healthy eating across the school. 
  
Everyone has a role to play! 
Students can support a whole-school approach to healthy eating by: 

• role modelling positive healthy eating behaviours and attitudes, and 
• getting involved in healthy eating activities at home (e.g. helping the family with budgeting, food 

shopping and meal preparation). 

Examples of how families can support a whole-school approach to healthy eating and assist their child to 
learn and develop healthy eating attitudes, habits and preferences include: 

• role model positive healthy eating attitudes and behaviours 
• involve children in healthy eating activities at home (e.g. budgeting, shopping, meal and lunchbox 

preparation) 
• provide healthy foods and drinks in lunchboxes (e.g. Green (Everyday) options always as the main 

choices, Amber (Select Carefully) options limited and in small amounts, Red 
(Occasionally) options avoided, where possible). 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commonsense.org%2Feducation%2Ffamily-tips%2Fk-5-privacy-and-security%3F&data=05%7C01%7CAmanda.Dole%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e92fd6209394cce7fd108dad28235ee%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638053753931872428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Krv1%2BQ9nN3bkBXSwduf8roH0aXYnOTUggQjBfzTJNPg%3D&reserved=0
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