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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

June   

Thursday 1 – 10  China OSLE 

Friday 9 All Day 
1.00pm 

Grade 5/6 Girls Soccer Tournament 
Transitions Sports Room 12A & 12B 

Monday 12 June  All Day Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 Various Gym program continues 

Friday 16 3.30pm Book Club Closes 

Tuesday 20 Various Gym program continues 

Wednesday 21 All Day Parent/Teacher Interviews – Pupil Free Day 

Friday 23 10.00am Transition Sports Room 12A & 12B 

Monday 26 – 29 All Day Urban Camp Grade 5/6 

Tuesday 27 - Thursday 29 Various Gym Program concludes 

Friday 30 2.30pm End of Term 2 

July   

Monday 17 9.00am Start of Term 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Kasslea Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best. 

2017 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 31 – March 31 
Term 2 Tuesday April 18 – June 30 
Term 3 July 17 – September 22 
Term 4 October 9 – December 22 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Queen’s Birthday – Public Holiday 
A reminder that Monday June 12th is a public holiday. There will be no school on this day. 
 
PREP 2018 - Enrolment 
All parents who are intending to enrol their child in Prep at Quarry Hill Primary School for next year, 2018, should 
collect an Information Pack from the school office. The pack includes information pertinent to Quarry Hill and includes 
the official school enrolment form. The enrolment form and a copy of the child’s birth certificate and immunisation 
record must be returned to school by Friday June 30th 2017. 
 
Overseas Learning Experience – China 
Our overseas travellers are having a wonderful time in China and have quickly immersed themselves in the culture of 
Shanghai and Suzhou. The group have been posting lots of photographs and comments on the blog. 
http://teamchina.global2.vic.edu.au/ 
 
Here are a couple of posts that are interesting! 

“Today I tried something that I thought I would never try. CHICKEN FEET!!! It tasted weird and a bit gross. I will never 

feel the same way about the school chickens again.” Stella 

“Today at the markets I bought my family heaps of stuff. For dinner today, we had rice, chicken, pork, noodles and the 

surprise dish was bullfrog. We went on the big red bus today and it was loads of fun. I really miss my family but I will 

survive (I think).” Shayla  

“Today at 7pm our group went to a nearby restaurant for tea. The teachers ordered meals for us -and one surprise dish. 

Once everyone tried it they told us it was bull frog! Everyone was put off it. My best thing was the Pearl Tower and the 

big green bus, because of the good view and Mr Schaeche losing his hat as it was funny. I also do not enjoy writing blog 

posts. (Thanks mum.)” Kayla 

“Yesterday we went to the insect market; it was the worst thing in the world. It was cruel and demented and should be 

illegal for the following reasons, there were too many animals in one cage and they impaled birds to stop birds flying. 

Not recommending it to anyone.”  Lily 

 “One of the reasons I didn’t like (the Insect Market) was because they trapped up the cutest little puppies in cages. I 

cried when I left because they were whimpering!” Maeve 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://teamchina.global2.vic.edu.au/
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Staying relevant in a Digital World by Martine Oglethorpe 
As technology continues to advance and our lives become more immersed in everything digital, the challenges faced by 
parents can often feel overwhelming.  
We know that the technology is here to stay and we also know the many benefits that we can reap from the digital 
world. There are amazing ways we can connect and collaborate, raise awareness, create, learn and share. We are also 
frequently made well aware of the dangers and pitfalls of this connected world. We hear often about the predators, 
the pornography, the paedophiles, the gaming obsessions, the screen-time addictions and the cyberbullying.   
So how do we ensure that our kids are getting the very best that the technology has to offer whilst avoiding those 
negative elements?  
One of the best ways we can do this as parents is to remain relevant. But how do we stay relevant in a world that 
seems to move so fast? In a world where our kids already seem to know so much?  
It starts by taking the time to get to know the world your children are growing up in and work to understand the 
challenges they face. Because kids do face challenges and they will make mistakes. We need to ensure that those 
mistakes are ones they can learn from and aren’t life changing. 
 
Be the wise ones 
Well they may well have a lot of knowledge when it comes to all things technical. But they are not necessarily wise like 
us. Now I use the word ‘us’ very loosely here in referring to the adult population, because anyone who has spent any 
time online knows there are many adults who are not wise. But generally speaking, adults have a lot more 
understanding of the intricacies of interactions, relationships and the complexities of human behaviours than kids do. 
Our kids are interacting and connecting with others in a world that is often beyond what they are developmentally and 
emotionally ready for. We need to help them with that.  
 
Play and interact 
Sure we all love the lure of an iPad to ensure we can finish our coffee whilst it’s hot or get the dinner cooked 
uninterrupted. But if we also take the time to play and interact with our kids and their devices, we get a different 
perspective about what they enjoy. We get the bonus of the interactive element as well as time to bond and enjoy 
something together. We also put ourselves in a much better position to set relevant boundaries and help them 
understand those boundaries. 
 
Listen to others and listen to your child 
If your friend’s child is playing a game, has an account on social media or enjoys certain websites, then there is a good 
chance your child does too. Just as we would play at the park or hang out at the milk bar where our friends were when 
we were young, so too our kids will hang out where their mates are playing. So listen to those parents in the 
playground. Listen in to which popular apps and games are spoken about in the media. Listen to your child. Ask them 
what they like to do. Ask them about their concerns or their challenges. You may never keep up with every single app 
or site that your child visits, but if you have a good understanding of the ways kids are using technology and the sorts of 
things the technology is capable of, then you are in a much better position to help them use it safely and smartly.  
 
Be open and honest about what is out there 
Whilst there are times we certainly lament the passing of the good old days where screens, and social media were not 
such an integral part of our lives, we cannot afford to be in denial about the role technology is and will continue to play 
in the lives of our children. So rather than shut it down and try to avoid it, we need to be ready to have conversations 
that we may prefer not to have. We need to know that the average age a child first sees pornography is about 11, so 
we should understand that this is a very real possibility for our children. So how are we going to prepare them for that? 
What conversations would we need to have if we suspect this has happened? Because we do want to make sure that 
the education they are getting comes from us and not from the online world itself.  
So seek out knowledge, interact, talk to your kids and put yourself in the best position to remain relevant to your 
child’s world. Be the one they come to should things go wrong. Be the one they come to to share the positive 
experiences they have online.  
Our role as parents is not to shut down the accounts and take away the screens, but rather to ensure we are giving 
them the skills, the understanding and the thinking to make the very best decisions every time they go online.  
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Parent Teacher Interviews  

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Wednesday June 21st from 11.00am – 6.00pm. The interview times will be 
booked online again this year. 

The booking system will open on Friday, June 9th at 9.00am. The code for all bookings is djw8m 

Meetings are for 10 minutes.  
Please see the attached flyer for further details.  
The process will be: 
Just three simple steps and your interviews are booked: 

 

 

Enter your name, your email address and the 

name of your student(s). 

 

 

 

On the next page click on the teachers you want to meet with. 

 

 

Click on the down arrow next to each teacher’s name to select the time you 

would like to meet with them. 

Jo Menzel 
Principal  
 
Student Achievement Awards 
Passion for Learning 
Declan S (Room 14A) for being an active learner during air exploration of 2D shapes, lines & angles during Maths. 
George T (Room 2) for persistence in his handwriting and always trying his best in his presentation. 
Connor I (Room 7) for being an engaged learner & always trying his best. 
Kayla L (Room 4) for presenting neat homework & applying spelling rules to new weekly words. 
Jaron E (Room 1) for his focus & effort during maths activities. 
Riley T (Room 10B) for having a greater focus on the quality & neatness of his handwriting. 
Confidence 
Flynn C (Room 8) for confidently using conjunctions to extend his ideas in his ‘Star of the Week’ writing. 
Persistence 
Jimi R (Room 5)  for working hard in writing & maths to apply his learning. 
 
BOOK CLUB 
Issue 4 of Scholastic Book Club is due Friday June 16th. No late orders will be accepted.  
One of the features of Book Club is you can order the books online and pay with your credit card via the new LOOP 
facility (visit http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/img/letter_tile.jpg for more information). The 
LOOP facility eliminates the need to put your credit card number on the order form.  
For hard copy book orders please include your child’s name and classroom number on the top of the form and return 
to office with correct payment. 
Thanks  
Jane 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/img/letter_tile.jpg
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GYM PROGRAM PREP - GRADE 4 ONLY 
 

DATE TIME ROOM 

Tuesday June 6, 13, 20 & 27 9.30am – 10.30am 7 & 8 

 10.30am – 11.30am 5 & 1 

 11.30am – 12.30pm 2 & 10A 

 12.30pm – 1.30pm 10B & 4 

Wednesday June 7 & 14  9.30am – 10.30am 14A & 14B 

 10.30am – 11.30am 15A & 15B 

Wednesday 28 & Thursday 29 9.30am – 10.30am 14A & 14B 

 10.30am – 11.30am 15A & 15B 

   
Please note that there will be no Gym on Wednesday June 21 as there is a Pupil Free Day for Parent/Teacher 
interviews. This session will be made up on Thursday June 29th. 

 
REGION CROSS COUNTRY 
The school had three students compete in the Loddon Mallee Region Cross 
Country yesterday at St Arnaud. All represented the school commendably by 
displaying great sportsmanship. Both Amelia and Zak competed strongly against 
many competitors on a difficult track. 
Congratulations to Ryan on his fourth place. Ryan will now compete at the State 
championships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEXT PFA MEETING IS MONDAY July 24th at 9.00am in staffroom 
 
There is a lot of jumpers and jackets in the lost property bin. PLEASE have a look to see if your child’s clothing is in there 
as PFA will be washing and cleaning out this bin this Friday. All unclaimed clothes will be placed in the second hand 
uniform shop and sold.   
 
Kasslea Shaw 
PFA President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.F.A News 
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Camp Australia – Quarry Hill OSHC/ 5th June 2017 
Hello Everyone! 
 
The children have been having lots of fun in after school care.  They have been enjoying the outdoors on the 
playground and active group games in the open space, when we have been able to get outside. 
The children have been very busy making ironing bead creations, which they have been able to take home. 
Beyblades are still really popular with the children, as is down ball.  
The children still have lots of activities to do and toys to play with, such as arts and crafts, indoor and outdoor 
games, blocks, books and colouring. We also do some cooking activities that the children often get to have for 
second snack. 
Hats are not necessary for term 2 and 3, but we will still use sunscreen to protect us from the UV rays. We will 
still provide sunscreen, but if the children prefer their own, they are welcome to use that instead. 
Holiday Club is approaching fast with the holidays just around the corner, so please feel free to enquire if 
you’re interested. We have 2 programs running with heaps of activities for the children to do. 
We are still collecting the Marvel Hero Connector Discs to play with in after school care, so if you have any 
spares you don’t need we would really appreciate you donating them to us. 
You’re welcome to call in and check out our service and we will be happy to answer any questions you may 
have. If you would like to book in or for any extra information please contact our friendly Customer Service 
team, who will be happy to help you. 
Hope to see you soon. 
Tara and Luana. 
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