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IMPORTANT DATES   
           Time Details 

DECEMBER 2024 

Thursday 12th  2:30pm-4:45pm QHPS Disco (Casual clothes and gold coin donation) 
P-2- 2:30-3:30 
3-6- 3:30-4:45 

Friday 13th 3:00pm-3:30pm Captains & Calder Balsillie Awards Assembly 

Monday 16th 9:15am-10:00am Prep to Grade 2 Christmas Concert (Quadrangle) 

Tuesday 17th  12:00pm 
6:00pm 

Grade 6 Lunch (at QHPS) 
Grade 6 Graduation (at BSE in the auditorium)  

Thursday 19th  9.15am-2.30pm Grade 5/6 Big Day Out (Bendigo Cinemas) 

Friday 20th  1:15pm 
1:30pm 

Final Assembly 
Early Finish for Last Day of Term 4 

JANUARY 2025 

Monday 20th- 
Thursday 23rd  

8:00am-1:00pm Booklist Collection  

Wednesday 29th 9:00am-3:30pm Start Up Day Interviews (Grades 1-6) 
Prep Testing Day 

Thursday 30th 9:00am-3:30pm Grade 1-6 First Full Day of School for 2025 
Prep Testing Day 

Friday 31st 9:00am-3:30pm Prep Testing Day 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Monday 3rd 9:00am-3:30pm 
9:00am 

Prep First Full Day of School for 2025 
PFA morning tea for parents 

Every Wednesday  
in February 

9:00am-3:30pm Prep Rest Day 

 

Reminders: 
• School Disco: The Disco is on this afternoon! P-2 from 2:30-3:30  

and 3-6 from 3:30-4:45. Gold coin donation. Casual clothes permitted. 

• Library Books: All books are due back by Monday 16th of December so that the  
library is able to be cleaned in preparation for 2025.  

• Booklist Collection: Booklists need to be ordered online by Friday 20th December to  
ensure they are ready for collection on Monday 20th January-Thursday 23rd January  
from 8.00am to 1.00pm. Narelle will be in the office from the 6th of January but at various times. If 
you would like to collect your books prior, just ring to make sure she is in the office. 

• Early finish: The last day of Term is on Friday 20th December, with students finishing at 1:30pm.  

              Principal: Anne Rochford 
              School Council President: Andrew Ellis 
              PFA President: Michelle Kennedy  
              PFA Vice President: Rhayven Milliner 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Our Vision: 
QHPS students are empowered to be 
engaged learners. Our community 
fosters a culture of respect and 
belonging. 

2024 TERM DATES 
Term 4: October 7th – December 20th  
2025 TERM DATES 
Term 1: January 29th – April 5th  
 

 
 
 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 

Kind 
I understand 
that everyone 
is different. 
I co-operate. 
I respect 
myself, others, 
and the 
environment. 
I am 
community 
minded. 
I belong. 

Curious 
I am a learner. 
I seek 
knowledge. 
I ask 
questions. 
I explore and 
wonder. 
I create. 
 

Brave 
I am honest. 
I am 
independent. 
I have high 
expectations. 
I am resilient. 
I am open to 
feedback. 
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BIKE DONATIONS 
We’re looking for bikes! If you were thinking about purchasing a new bike for your son/daughter for 
Christmas and have any old or unwanted bikes in reasonable condition, why not donate them to the 
school? We are always on the lookout for bikes in reasonable condition to add to our stable to assist with 
our Bike Education program. We are also looking for helmets that are in reasonable condition. 

 

 
 

 

SEMESTER TWO STUDENT REPORTS  
Reports will be released electronically via Compass on Friday, 13th December, from 4pm. Quarry Hill 
Primary School’s continuous reporting consists of Learning Tasks, a mid-year, and an end of year report. In 
Semester One, the teacher report comment focuses on your child’s work habits and how they have settled 
into the new school year. In Semester Two, the teacher comment focuses on your child’s literacy and 
maths successes and a future area for improvement. Learning Tasks are regularly used throughout the 
term to capture and communicate your child’s growth. These tasks are shared on the student management 
app, Compass. It is important to access your child’s Learning Tasks because this is where you will be 
updated on their academic progress. 
 
STAFFING FOR 2025 
Students found out their teachers on the Statewide Transition Day. 

GRADE Teacher Room 

Prep Kath Schmidt 7 

Prep Krista Pedley-Smith 8 

Prep Jess Telford 9 

Grade 1 Kelly Mitchell 1 

Grade 1 Brad Shepherd 2 

Grade 2 Jane St Clair 5 

Grade 2 Erica Dempster/Merryn Walker on Friday 6 

Grade 3 Sarah Edwards/Chris Mertens on Thursday 16 

Grade 3 Amie Goodwin 17 

Grade 4 Clinton Donohue 12 

Grade 4 Maria Tzaros 13 

Grade 5/6 Tonya Jones/Chris Mertens on Friday 10 

Grade 5/6 Tamieka McErvale/Bek Fry on Friday 11 

Grade 5/6 Craig Harrop/Bek Fry on Monday 14 
 

Anne Rochford Principal 

Merryn Walker Acting Assistant Principal 

Sarah Edwards Leading Teacher (Thursday) 

  

Specialist Staff  

Brooke Wilson Art 

Ross Turner PE, Music 

Minyu Yu Chinese 

Lauren Clark Library 

Tova Penno Intervention (M,T,W) 

Rebekah Fry Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader (T,W,Th) 

  

Non-Teaching Staff  

Narelle Jones Business Manager 

Renae Irwin Admin 

Luci Tanashevich Education Support 

Tom Guerra Education Support 

Whitney Nunn Education Support 

Josh Hawken Education Support 

Tom Hatcher Education Support 

Xavier Fawcett Education Support 

Kerryn Phillips Welfare Worker (M,W) 
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START UP DAY INTERVIEWS FOR GRADES 1-6 2025 
These interviews will take place on Wednesday, January 29th. 
The Start-Up Day Interviews are a valuable opportunity for teachers to meet with families and discuss your 
child's goals, needs, and any important information for the year ahead. It’s a chance for both parents and 
students to share insights and expectations for the school year. 
In early January, you will receive more details about: 

• When bookings will open for the interviews. 
• What the interviews will involve, including the structure and focus areas. 
• How to make a booking through our Compass platform. 

We strongly encourage all families to take part in these interviews, as they help set the foundation for a 
successful year of learning. 
 
BIZARRE BAZAAR 
A very big thank you to our whole school community for their support at the ‘Bizarre Bazaar’ last Friday. 
We raised over $2,200!! It was wonderful to see the whole school involved in celebrating the Grade 5/6 
classes hard work over the term and your support was much appreciated. The funds raised have been 
donated to Bendigo Foodshare. 
 
GRADE 6 GRADUATION AWARDS 
The Grade 6 Graduation is scheduled for next Tuesday, December 17thand will be held at BSE in the Auditorium. 
Each year there are a number of awards presented to individual students. It is interesting to know the story behind 
some of the awards as many of them date back a long way. Quarry Hill Primary School is known for its history!  
The following criterion assists with the selection of the recipients: 
 
Morton Family Maths Award: The Morton family has a long association with QHPS dating back to 1966. The Morton 
Family Maths Award recognises a student who has demonstrated excellence in the field of mathematics. 
J A Johnstone Art Award:  The award is named after John Arthur Johnstone who was a prominent member of the 
Easter Fair committee from the 1890s and was a sign writer of repute and a skilled artist. The award is presented to a 
Grade 6 graduating student who has demonstrated an exceptional talent in visual arts. 
Sports Award: This award is presented to a student who shows ability and skills across a range of sports. 
Maureen Egan Sprint: Maureen Egan taught at QHPS for 15 years from 1991 until retirement in 2005 and was the 
Physical Education coordinator for many years. The award recognises the fastest boy and girl sprint over 100 metres. 
Pinnell Swimming Trophy: Leslie Pinnell attended QHPS and enjoyed competing in swimming competitions. In 1912 
he won a silver medallion as the swimming champion of Quarry Hill State School. This award is presented to the 
fastest boy and girl over 50 metres. 
Florence Campbell Memorial Scholarship: This award was established by William J Campbell in memory of his wife 
who passed away on September 16, 1957. William Campbell was the head teacher at Quarry Hill State School from 
February 1950 until he retired in June 1957. The award is presented to one boy and one girl for proficiency in literary 
subjects, with an emphasis on written expression. 
Citizenship Award: This award is presented to a male and a female student who have demonstrated outstanding 
citizenship & service to the school community. 
Music Award: This award is presented to a student who has shown outstanding musical ability & shown a genuine 
passion for studying music. 
Best All-Round Student: This award is presented to a student who has demonstrated outstanding dedication, 
persistence & resilience across the whole school curriculum. 
Dedication to Studies Award: This award is presented to a student who exemplifies the QHPS values towards their 
studies. 
LOTE Award: This award is presented to a student that has excelled in LOTE.  
Isacc Ireland Values Award: This award was established by the Ireland family in memory of Isacc, who was a student 
at QHPS. This award is presented to a student who displays our school values in and outside of the classroom. 
Heidi Teague Young Historian Award: This award goes to the student that has displayed an interest in the history of 
their community. 
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WRITERS WORKSHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

This year on the 29th of November (29/11/24) or Friday two weeks ago a few students were selected to go on a 
final writers tour/workshop for the year. On this tour students went on a guided tour of the Library and went to 
the art gallery to learn about telling a story. In the art gallery, we were given a slip of paper and were asked to 
draw a picture of people important to us and some symbols that represent them, similar to the painting we were 
looking at which was of a King and it included royal symbols and symbols of the army because he had appointed 
himself to run the army as the king and general, the symbol was of a unicorn or horse (It was hard to tell from a 
distance.)  We also had to look between the lines and see the story by answering questions. These questions 
were, ‘what do you think happens next? ,who is the painting for?  What is happening? What does it remind you 
of? And finally, ‘how does it make you feel? Then at the Library we went on a tour and learnt about the systems , 
a small amount of history of the Library and the people who work there. This was an experience that we are very 
grateful for and hope we will receive this opportunity again next year if there is another writers workshop. 
Thanks for reading! :D 
-Wynter B Grade 5 
 
This year, some students were selected to be part of a writer's project. They did a writer’s workshop and an 
excursion to an art gallery for school. This year, on 29\11\2024, these students went on an excursion to the same 
art gallery before going to the library. At the art gallery, we wrote about paintings and what we saw in them. We 
saw a painting made with ochre mixed with kangaroo blood to make a deep reddish colour, a really detailed 
painting of a rock, a painting of an old-fashioned market, and a portrait of a king. Afterward, we ate lunch before 
going to the public library. At the public library, we could borrow as many books as we wanted. Then, at 2:00, we 
got on a bus and went back to school for assembly. It was a really good experience and was extremely fun. Thank 
you for that!       
-Oliver C Grade 5  
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JSC Pyjama Day  

 

Junior School Council Students ran our Pyjama Day Fundraiser 
on Thursday last week. It was wonderful to see so many 
students showing their support by wearing their pyjamas to 
school and making a donation.  
A huge Thank you to our school community who donated and 
raised over $300 for State Schools’ Relief Fund. A wonderful 
effort! 

Thank you JSC! 

Over the year our Junior School Council team have worked hard raising funds for various charities, 
including Children’s Ground, Food Share, RSL ANZAC and Poppy Appeals, and most recently State Schools’ 
relief fund. They also organised a successful art competition, and fairly judged the winners, monitored 
the school grounds for rubbish and other issues, and were a voice for their peers. For all these occasions 
the team attended lunch time meetings, put up posters, made classroom visits, collected, and counted 
donation money, helped load food donations and built their confidence in public speaking to promote 
and report at assemblies. They demonstrated all our school values- Kind; supporting and encouraging 
each other and helping charities, Curious; Learning about different charity groups and how they support 
people in our community, and Brave; sharing their thoughts and ideas in meetings and being out of their 
comfort zone to speak in front of different class groups and at assemblies. 

Well done and a big Thank You for all your work this year.  
You should be very proud of all your achievements! 

2024 JSC Team: Tola M, Mietta S, Harriet J, Bex C, Olivia J, Lucie E, Abby S, Eva K, Evie L, 
Amelia J, Flynn S, Charlotte C. 

 

Jacinta Allan Christmas Card  
Competition Winner 
Students from Grades 3/ 4 had the opportunity to take part in Jacinta 
Allan’s Christmas Card Design competition earlier this term. 
They created lots of fantastic artworks with the theme ‘The night 
before Christmas’. 
Jacinta chooses an artwork from all the primary schools entries to use 
as her Christmas card for the festive season. She also chooses a 
winner from each school that is her favourite artwork. 

The winner from our school was Mason D who has won a $40 
book voucher – Congratulations Mason! 
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Instagram introduces teen 

accounts 

Instagram has introduced new rules for 

teenagers meaning children under 17 now 

automatically have their accounts set to 

private and can’t be messaged or tagged by 

people they don’t follow.   

Some of the other changes include:  

• Parents and carers can set daily time 

limits on Instagram use  

• Teens get notified to leave the app 

after 60 minutes each day  

• Parents and carers can see the 

accounts their children message and 

the content categories they view  

• Hidden Words settings automatically 

hide unwanted comments and 

messages  

The new Teen Accounts are a step in the 

right direction, but they still put the onus on 

parents and carers to understand parental 

supervision settings. 

Tech companies must take responsibility for 

safety on their platforms and services – the 

burden should never fall solely on the user. 

And that’s particularly true when it comes to 

younger users.  

Take the opportunity to have a conversation 

with the young people in your home about 

how they feel about the changes, and if they 

notice a difference to their online 

experience.  

 
 

For more information and to register for webinars visit 

www.esafety.gov.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-fykba-tdhylyultu-m%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.wilson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C41a50c9327784e9cf63108dce8000659%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638640334037402035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hchdxJfH9s3mopPJm0TbyqrTQ8FfpUZV5Ui2sGH%2FuxI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-fykba-tdhylyultu-c%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.wilson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C41a50c9327784e9cf63108dce8000659%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638640334037422286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H9eT0RdaVKQ%2FocDr1ENPWF57RBG5%2BlxkW3vSE4I6%2FZc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-fykba-tdhylyultu-c%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.wilson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C41a50c9327784e9cf63108dce8000659%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638640334037422286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H9eT0RdaVKQ%2FocDr1ENPWF57RBG5%2BlxkW3vSE4I6%2FZc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.esafety.gov.au/
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