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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

November   

Wednesday 29 3.45pm – 4.45pm 
3.30pm – 5.00pm 

School Council Sub Committee Meetings 
QHPS Working Bee 

December   

Monday 4 – Friday 8 Various Swimming Program 

Thursday 7 4.00pm – 5.30pm 
6.00pm – 8.00pm 

Prep – Grade 2 PFA Disco 
Grade 3 – 6 PFA Disco 

Monday 11 All Day Whole School Swimming Carnival 

Tuesday 12 9.00am – 11.00am State Wide Transition Day  

Wednesday 20 5.30pm – 9.00pm Grade 6 Graduation Bendigo Club 

Friday 22 1.30pm Last Day of the Year Early Finish 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Kasslea Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best. 

2017 TERM DATES 
Term 4 October 9 – December 22 
                                   2018 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 30 – March 29 
Term 2 April 16 – June 29 
Term 3 July 16 – September 21 
Term 4 October - 8 December 21 
 

Welcome to Compass 
Today your child will bring home a letter with instructions for accessing the 
parent portal and your child’s dashboard.  
From 2018 Compass will be the platform teachers and staff will use to 
communicate with parents on a day to day basis. All newsletters will become 
digital and no hard copies will be sent home. Parent notifications will be 
emailed to parents immediately to keep parents instantly notified of their 
child’s behaviours, both positive and requiring attention. Another great 
feature of Compass is parents/carers can log in to the portal and inform the 
school of an absence and reason, this alleviates the need to write a note or 
phone the school on those busy mornings. Student learning tasks will become 
available online regularly to keep you informed of your child's academic 
progress.  
From 2018 the school will discontinue using the application Flexibuzz to keep 
you informed. Compass will enable the school to send you these notifications 
via this portal. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Retirement 
It is with regret that I have accepted the resignation of our Business Manager, Alice Belfrage. Alice has chosen to retire 
from the Department of Education and Training at the end of this year.  Alice has made an incredible contribution to 
education over many years of service. 
On behalf of all of the students, staff and the wider Quarry Hill Primary School community, I thank Alice for all of the 
work she have done during her time at Quarry Hill in supporting students, staff and families. Her integrity, reliability, 
commitment to hard-work and great sense of fun will make her very difficult to replace. She will be greatly missed by 
the Quarry Hill community. 
Alice’s last day will be December 22nd 2017. 
The Business Manager’s position has been advertised and the position will hopefully be finalised over the coming 
weeks.  
 
Bendigo Senior Cultural Day 
Last Thursday our visiting Chinese students, along with the host family students from Grades 3 and above, participated 
in the annual cultural event at Bendigo Senior Secondary College for the students from the 19 Team China primary 
schools and 48 visiting students and teachers from Suzhou, China.  The idea behind the day was for the children to 
come together to have a fun and engaging day to learn about Chinese and Australian culture. This event provided a 
great opportunity for two 7-10 college language learners to practise their leadership skills through organising and 
leading the games, as well as relating to what they have learned from the classroom.  The groups participated in 
activities such as dumpling making, painting a boomerang, 
chopsticks and straw challenges and some Australian games 
such as musical chairs and three legged races.  They also 
enjoyed an ‘Aussie/Chinese Lunch’ of pies, chicken, hot 
dogs, spring rolls, sausage rolls, yoghurt and icy poles. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the day. I would like to thank 
the host families for transporting children to and from this 
activity. The Chinese children go to Melbourne for a day 
together this Saturday, November 25th to visit Federation 
Square, St Kilda beach, Rod Laver Arena and a number of 
other Melbourne landmarks.  
 
Grade Structures 2018  
We will be running 17 classrooms in 2018.  The structure is as follows: 
 

Prep 2 classes 

Grade P/1 1 class 

Grade 1/2 4 classes 

Grade 3/4 5 classes 

Grade 5/6 5 classes 

Total: 17 classes 

With the exception of two of the Prep classes, the rest of the grades will be composite classes. The composite classes 
give the school flexibility to cater for maximum student combinations within our budgetary constraints.  
 
Students will find out their teachers on the State Wide Transition Day on Tuesday, December 12th.  
 
Composite Classes in 2018 
Composite classes have been the source of much controversy over the years, with parents often believing that their 
child is being disadvantaged in some way by being in one. The key to understanding composite grades is realising that 
growth is determined in stages and not magically by ages.  
Without a doubt, composite classes are a practical response to the problem of uneven grade enrolments e.g. when 
there are too many students to form one ‘straight’ grade, but not enough for two; but by combining students in this 
way also allows schools to ensure more consistent class sizes as well as address gender balance and balance students’ 
social, emotional and academic needs. It is because of this flexibility that composite classrooms are often optimal for 
student learning and not a negative thing as is so often perceived. 
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Over the course of this year, the new Victorian Curriculum F-10 was rolled out by the Department of Education and 
Training across the state. The Victorian Curriculum differs from the Australian Curriculum in that it is a continuum of 
learning over 2 years, whereas the Australian Curriculum is based on year levels. This means that curriculum planning in 
Victoria is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than single year levels. The rationale behind the continuum is 
that it gives students opportunity and time to learn, thus ensuring they have time to consolidate their understanding.  
This two-year banding and the whole school approach to curriculum development and planning means that students in 
composite classes do not have to repeat themes and topics of learning. Education is about more than academic 
achievement and age is not necessarily an accurate predictor of a child’s development. Within any classroom, there is a 
wide-range of student abilities that exist in children of the same age. 
At Quarry Hill Primary School, I would like to believe that the quality of teaching, combined with student interest and 
engagement are considered more important than class structure, whatever form that might take, providing a 
differentiated curriculum that caters to all children as individuals, according to their needs is the school’s ultimate goal. 
 
Twilight Working Bee – Wednesday November 29th 3.30pm – 5.00pm 
The school will be holding a Working Bee on Wednesday November 29th from 3.30pm to 5.00pm. Icy poles will be 
provided as a refreshment (and hopefully an incentive) for willing participants. The Environment Committee has 
decided to trial a twilight session, given the busyness of weekends between now and the end of the year. There are 
jobs that really need attending to, prior to the beginning of 2018. Hopefully families are able to contribute in some 
capacity. Even half an hour would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Jobs that we would like to complete. The teachers’ names in brackets are in charge of the task: 

1. Pressure wash all plastic chairs from the Multi-Purpose Room. (Lorraine Beriman and Shengie Chui) 
2. Pressure wash front entrance archway to remove mould. ( Lorraine Beriman and Shengie Chui) 
3. Clean up top oval. The suggestion is to shovel excess dirt over retaining wall and then run the sweeper over the 

surface. (Ross Turner) 
4. Fence and plant garden beds on the south/west side of the BER building. (Our Maintenance Worker, Phil, will 

fence this area on the Tuesday prior to the Working Bee). Kate Monoti is kindly donating 50+ Agapanthus 
plants and will bring them in on the day. (Craig Harrop) 

5. Spread soft fall in the playground. (Brooke Wilson) 
 
I would like to thank families in advance for their support of this Working Bee.  
 
Date for your Diaries: Start Up Day for 2018 
The 2018 ‘Start up Day’ will be conducted on Tuesday 30thJanuary 2018 for all Grade 1-6 students and families. This day 
is counted as a school day and all students and families are expected to book a time to come and meet with their 
classroom teacher. The booking details for these sessions will be made available after the State Wide Transition Day on 
Tuesday, December 12th 2017. 
 
Date for your Diaries: Foundation (Prep) Students Starting Date 2018 
Foundation (Prep) teachers will use Tuesday 30th January and Wednesday 31st January 2018 as testing days.  Our new 
Preps will begin school on Thursday 1st February 2018. Preps will also have every Wednesday in February off as a rest 
day. Preps will begin fulltime school from March 2018. 
 
Have a great week. 
Jo Menzel 
Principal 
 
Student Achievement Awards 
Persistence 
Hayley B (Room 9) for working hard to become confident with fractions & having great improvement in her post 

test. 
Will F (Room 12B) for working very hard to catch up after his holiday. Great work Will. 
Amelia C (Room 7) for her improved letter & sound knowledge. 
Jayla W (Room 5) for reading every night & bringing her reading diary & bag every day. 
Getting Along 
Henry F (Room 1) for being a friendly & caring classmate. 
Mae RE (Room 12A) for displaying excellent getting along skills with her peers. 
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Confidence 
Seth S (Room 3) for excellent writing skills across all genres. 
Zofia K (Room 14B) for writing excellent procedures during our science investigations. 
Organisation 
Sienna R (Room 4) for being the first organised class member to bring her procedure equipment to class. 
Sense of Belonging 
Ruby L (Room 14A) for being an active & enthusiastic participant of buddy training. 
Olivia S (Room 14A) for being an active & enthusiastic participant of buddy training. 
Georgia B (Room 14B) for being an excellent role model for her buddy. 
Passion for Learning 
Natahlia C (Room 10B) for reading with lovely fluency & expression. 
Integrity 
Jemima W (Room 2) for demonstrating integrity by taking pride in her workspace & her learning. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

QHPS DISCO  
Thursday December 7th 

 
Junior school    Prep to Grade 2           Starting at 4.00pm to 5.30pm 
Senior school   Grade 3 to Grade 6     Starting at 6.00pm to 8.00pm 
 
Cost $2.00 entry or $5.00 per family. 
 
We are happy to say our DJ from last year is returning, with the light show and smoke machine which was so popular 
last year.  The disco is held in the multi-purpose room and all students MUST be dropped off and picked up from the 
astro turf in front of this building. No pass outs will be given.  
 
PFA will be running a BBQ on the night selling sausages in bread for $2.00. This will start at 4.30pm until all sold out. 
Juice boxes are $1.00 each for the juniors and cans of soft drink $2.00 for the seniors only, Glow sticks are 3 for 50cents 
and zooper doppers are 50 cents each. We will also have the ever popular FREE PHOTO BOOTH for all students to enjoy 
with their friends, with the photos being printed out on the spot.  
 
This is a great night for the kids and to make this happen we need parent helpers to supervise on the night and to help 
serve drinks and food so if you can help please fill in the rooster outside Room 5. 
 
The PFA annual Christmas Dinner will be held at out last meeting of the year at 7pm December 14th, and the venue is 
still to be confirmed. This is a great way to celebrate the great successes of the year together. Hope to see you there. 
Thank you for your support. 
Kasslea Shaw 
PFA President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.F.A News 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Issue 8 of Scholastic Book Club is due Friday December 8h. This is the last order for this year. No late orders will be 
accepted.  
One of the features of Book Club is you can order the books online and pay with your credit card via the LOOP facility 
(visit http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/img/letter_tile.jpg for more information). The LOOP 
facility eliminates the need to put your credit card number on the order form.  
For hard copy book orders please include your child’s name and classroom number on the top of the form and return 
to office with correct payment. 
Thanks  
Jane 
 
Thank you to Jane for all her work this year with our Book Club. Jane volunteers her time to attend to all the ordering of 
the books on behalf of the school. We appreciate your help with Book Club. 
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