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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

December   

Wednesday 20 5.30pm – 9.00pm Grade 6 Graduation Bendigo Club 

Thursday 21 11.00am – 2.00pm Grade 3/4 excursion to White Hills Garden 

Friday 22 9.00am – 12.45pm 
12.50pm 
1.30pm 

Grade 5/6 excursion to Brennan Park Pool 
Final Assembly with Andrew Calder Balsillie Grade 4 
Winner 
Last Day of the Year Early Finish 

January 2018   

Thursday 25 8.00am-1.00pm Booklist Collection Day for Grades 3-6 

Monday 29   Staff Resume for Term 1 

Tuesday 30  Grade 1 – 6 Start-Up Day – times to be advised 

Wednesday 31  Grades 1-6 commence Term 1 

February   

Thursday 1   Prep students commence Term 1 

Thursday 15th  5.30pm – 7.00pm Welcome Picnic Tea – Bushland 

Tuesday 20th  7.00pm PFA AGM followed by General Meeting 

   

 
 
 
 
 
Grade 6 Graduation  
Tonight we celebrate our 2017 graduates at the Bendigo Club in Strathdale. 
We will begin the celebration with a student/staff sit down meal at 6.00pm followed by the 
arrival of parents and special guests at 7.00pm for the formal proceedings.  
Please ensure your child arrives at the Bendigo Club at 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start. The evening should conclude by 
9.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Kasslea Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best. 

2017 TERM DATES 
Term 4 October 9 – December 22 
                                   2018 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 30 – March 29 
Term 2 April 16 – June 29 
Term 3 July 16 – September 21 
Term 4 October - 8 December 21 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank You 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of the Quarry Hill parents and students for welcoming me to 
the school this year. What a big year it has been! I remember during my first week at the school I received notification 
that the new building was about to start. That was a lovely surprise and something that I did not anticipate on my list of 
things to do!  
With the support of School Council and the professional guidance of parent and architect, Joan O’Brien, we managed to 
get the building project completed – on time and within budget. This was a huge undertaking by a number of dedicated 
teams prepared to work for the good of the school. The result is fantastic. 
From 2018, we will have new and refreshed spaces that will give the school a long overdue facelift. Other projects to be 
finalised over the school holidays include: 

 Shade sails to be replaced in the quadrangle 

 A new shade sail to be erected over the sand pit 

 Room 6 to be painted and prepared for classroom use 

 Blinds will be fitted to the new library and administration windows 

 Flag poles, poles, bag hooks and trims in the quadrangle to be painted. 
The sensory garden space between the old and the new building will begin.  This project will continue well into Term 1 
of 2018.   
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge our exiting Grade 6 students and wish them all the best as they 
move into their secondary education. These young people have been wonderful ambassadors for our school this year. 
Whenever they have represented the school, we have always received positive feedback.  They are about to embark on 
the next exciting phase of their life and I hope that they grab opportunities with open arms.  A big thank you to our 
School Captains Stella H and Cameron S, our Vice Captains, Claire C and Ryan C for their positive influence and great 
leadership. To all the other students in leadership roles – thank you!  What a wonderful job you have done. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a safe, relaxing and happy Christmas.  I hope you get to 
spend some quality time with family and friends over the break.   
School will conclude on Friday 22nd December at the earlier time of 1:30pm. There will be a final assembly from 
12:50pm. After School Care will be available from 1:30pm on this day for working parents.  
 
Departing Staff 
As the year comes to an end, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you and goodbye to a number of our 
staff.  All of these people have been an integral part of the team that has worked to make Quarry Hill such a great 
school. 
We say goodbye to: 
Alice Belfrage - Alice has been the Business Manager and smiling face of the front office at Quarry Hill since 2001. She 
has confidently managed finances, human resources and the general running of the school during the last 16 years. Her 
historical knowledge of the school is phenomenal and her capacity to remember names and faces will be missed.  Alice 
is retiring and moving on to the next exciting phase of her life.  
Alison Clarke – Alison has been at Quarry Hill for the last two years.  She has worked in Room 9 with the Grade 5 
students and has been a wonderful teacher and mentor to students and staff members during this time.  Alison will be 
returning to Inglewood Primary School in 2018. 
Rebecca Harper – Bec has been at Quarry Hill for a number of years. She has successfully turned her hand to a number 
of roles during her time including the co-ordination of the school’s Literacy Program, coaching and being heavily 
involved in organising the biennial School Productions.  Her creativity and capacity to lead has seen her successfully 
gain promotion to Leading Teacher at White Hills Primary School in 2018.  
Helen Pyers – Helen joined us early in the year and took on the role of teaching Grade 2 in Room 10A. Helen seamlessly 
filled this Family Leave positon and quickly made the grade her own. Helen will return to Maldon Primary School.  
Susan Steele – Susan has managed to energise and engage so many students with her love of music over the years. 
Luckily, for the school, Susan will still be a familiar face in 2018, as she will still be offering students the opportunity to 
learn music through the Multi-instrumental Music Program.   
Eddy Dickins – Eddy has been a teacher at Quarry Hill for a number of years, and whilst he has not been teaching here 
this year, we officially farewell him and wish him all the best as he takes on an ongoing position at White Hills Primary 
School. 
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Karen Harris - Karen has been the music teacher at Quarry Hill for a number of years, and has had a huge influence on 
the development and delivery of the creative arts at the school. Karen has been on leave for all of 2016 & 2017 and has 
decided that there are other exciting opportunities to explore in 2018 and beyond.  
We wish all of these people all the best with their new ventures. 
 
2018 School Captains 
Last week, our current Grade 5 students were given the opportunity to nominate for the role of School Captain for 
2018. Interested students gave a prepared speech, outlining the qualities they would bring to the role.  All of the 
students are to be congratulated for the time and effort they put into their presentations. It made the decision a 
difficult one.   
Our School Captains for 2018 are Bel L and Jeremy M.  The Vice Captains are Jorja L and Henry T.  Congratulations to 
our new captains. 
Our 2018 School Captains will be presented with their badges early next year.  
A big thank you to our current School Captains, Stella and Cameron who were a part of the selection process. Their 
input was greatly appreciated. 
 
2018 House Captains 
Our Grade 5 students also had the opportunity to nominate for House Captains for 2018.  They too prepared speeches 
to outline the skills and the qualities that they would bring to the role. These roles were popular and hotly contested!  
Again, a quality field of applicants.  
Our House Captains for 2018 are Kasey L (Amer),   Meridian I-S (Harkness), Archie G (Peel) and Celeste T (Malcolm). 
Congratulations to these young leaders – and to all students who showed interest in the leadership roles.  Well done. 
 
Room Changes 
Since publishing the grade placements in last week’s newsletter, there has been a change to two of the room 
allocations.  
Maria Tzaros and Tonya van Deurse will be working out of Room 2.  Jess Telford’s class will be working out of Room 5.   
I apologise for any inconvenience caused from this change. 
 

Grade Room Teacher      

Prep  8 Jane St Clair  

Prep  9 Bonnie McIntyre 

Prep/1 7 Brad Shepherd  

Grade 1/2 1 Alexia Boyd 

Grade 1/2 6 Bek Peters (0.6) / Tova Penno (0.4)  

Grade 1/2 2 Maria Tzaros (0.8) /Tonya van Deurse (0.2) 

Grade 1/2 5 Jess Telford 

Grade 3/4 14B Tess Davies 

Grade 3/4 14A Lorraine Beriman 

Grade 3/4 4 Sheryl Somerville (0.8)/Tonya Van Deurse (0.2) 

Grade 3/4 15B Tamieka McErvale 

Grade 3/4 15A Melanie Scholes  

Grade 5/6 12B Laura Roberts 

Grade 5/6 12A Sarah Edwards 

Grade 5/6 3 Craig Harrop 

Grade 5/6 10A Merryn Walker 

Grade 5/6 10B Sam McCloud 
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You Can Do It Awards 
At last week’s assembly our 2017 You Can Do It Award recipients received their certificate. Congratulations to the 
following students:- 
 

 Confidence Persistence Getting Along Resilience Organisation 

P Ayrlea A Isabella S Edwin M Lucas P Amelia W 

1 Anabel K Evie M Seth P Edward B Jemima W 

2 Iris M Chloe S Ted K Mietta W Spencer F 

3 Mietta L Hayley M Eve T Matilda B River H 

4 Xanthe T Milly S Geordie O Lincoln C Ewen M 

5 David M Sarah W Will F Liam Y Mayli H 

6 Rory S Kiandra IS Claire C Zac D Kayla S 

 
2018 Rubbish Free Goal - Rubbish Free Lunch Ideas 
Like all schools, Quarry Hill Primary School can produce a sizable amount of waste. However, it is our aim to send as 
little waste as possible to landfill in 2018. This will lead to considerable benefits for the environment and many 
opportunities for the students to learn environmentally-sound attitudes and habits. We encourage the strategies of 
reduce, reuse, recycle and ask you to support us by considering rubbish free food and rubbish free lunch packaging 
when organising school lunches and snacks for next year. Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Start Up’ Meetings 2018 for Grades 1 – 6  
On Tuesday, January 30th 2018, we will be conducting our ‘Start Up’ Meetings for Grades 1 - 6. 
Each student and his or her parents/carers attend for a scheduled 15-minute meeting with the classroom teacher. It is 
a chance to introduce yourselves and to discuss issues, concerns and expectations for the year. Even though this day is 
still a long way off, it is important to get the process underway before the end of the year!  
Attached to today’s newsletter is information required to log into this website.  The bookings close tomorrow, 
Thursday 21st December at 3.30pm. 
Please note, Prep interview times are organised by the Prep teachers. A separate note with interview times will be sent 
home to Prep parents. 
 
Have a safe holiday and I look forward to seeing you in 2018 
Jo Menzel 
Principal 
 
 
BOOKLISTS & PERMISSION FORMS FOR 2018 
If you have not as yet handed in your 2018 booklist, please drop this into the office tomorrow.  Book collection day will 
be January 25th 2018 between 8.00am – 1.00pm. 
 
LIBRARY BOOKS 
All library books should now be returned to the library. If you have any books still in your possession please return to 
the library tomorrow. 
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BE VOLUNTEER READY FOR 2018 

QHPS Working With Children Check Information 
Volunteers in our school (including parents) are required to have a Working with Children Check. Once you have a 
WWCC it is current for 5 years 
What activities will require a Working with Children Checks (WWCC)?  
Parents and volunteers in our school will require Working with Children Checks for a range of school activities that 
involve interacting with students such as school camps, excursions, school swimming and any ongoing volunteering in 
the classroom (reading etc.). This is consistent with Victorian Government requirements.  
WWCCs will not be required for any school fundraising or social activities such as VIP day, working bees, school fete 
etc. 
Why is Quarry Hill Primary doing this?  
As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to implementing the recommendations of the Betrayal of Trust 
report, there is a new regulatory landscape (Ministerial Order No. 870) surrounding child safety, underpinned by new 
Child Safe Standards. This order came into operation on the 1st of August 2016. WWCCs are an important way we can 
protect the health, safety and wellbeing of our students and are part of our QHPS Code of Conduct. 
How much does it cost?  
Volunteer WWCCs are free.  
How long does it take?  
It generally takes 2-3 weeks for applications to be finalised. After this, it will take two more weeks for your card to be 
made and mailed to you. 
How do I get a WWCC?  
It’s pretty simple.  
 Go to http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  
 Fill in the application form with your personal details  
 In the section Organisation details, type in:  

Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel St, Quarry Hill, 3550 
 In the section Occupational work codes, select:  
44: Educational: including all primary, secondary, tertiary and technical  
 Once you have completed in the online application form, go to any Australia Post retail outlet to lodge your 

application  
(the application form is dated and remains valid for three weeks)  
You’ll also need to take:  
 the application summary and receipt that you printed after completing the online application form  
 a passport-size photo of yourself  
 documents that prove your identity  
 
What if I already have a WWCC?  
If you already have a WWCC from a previous volunteering position or because you currently or previously worked in a 
position that requires one you can add a volunteering position at Quarry Hill Primary School.  
• Go to http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  

• Log in, MyCheck Login  

• Select change my details  

• Select add an organisation  

• Add Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Pell St, Quarry Hill, 3550  
 
What do I need to do once I have my WWCC?  
Simply bring your WWCC card into the office so your details can be recorded. You will also need to read the volunteers 
policy and sign a code of conduct. (both available on our website) 
 
Questions  
Any questions should be directed to Anne Rochford. 
 

http://quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/volunteers_in_school_policy_2016.pdf
http://quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/volunteers_in_school_policy_2016.pdf
http://quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/codeofconductvolunteers.pdf
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A Big THANK YOU to all involved in the hugely successful school Disco on Thursday December 7th. From setting up and 
decorating, door entry station, BBQ cooking and serving sausages, glow stick selling , drinks & icy pole sales, supervision 
& clean up. It was a great night which the students (and parents) really enjoyed. As a school community when we pull 
together these events are certainly a huge hit. Thank you for your continued support in running these events. It was a 
great team effort. 
 
Thank you to everyone who ordered a tray or two of mangoes. Mango madness was upon us on Wednesday with 312 
trays of lovely fresh mangoes arriving from North Queensland. A big thank you to the Grade 6’s who unloaded the 
trays, it was a huge help to me. I hope you all are enjoying your mangoes as much as my family are. We certainly will be 
doing this amazing fundraiser again next year, so watch out for order forms going out again next October 2018. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped serve 111 pizzas on Monday!  Great team effort, well done! I know the 
students really enjoyed it. 
 
Every year PFA hold a Tea & Tissue morning tea for parents of Preps on their first day of school. This is held in the 
multi-purpose staff room from 9.00am to 9.30am. As I have my last child starting Prep as well next year, I’ll see you 
there on Thursday February 1st.  
 
PFA & QHPS will be holding a “Welcome Picnic Tea “, on Thursday February 15th from 5.30pm to 7.00pm in the 
bushland. This is a great way to catch up with old and new families of QHPS. Please bring your picnic tea, drinks (no 
alcohol please) chairs & rugs for a relaxed picnic dinner. PFA will be handing out free icy poles and will have open the 
second hand uniform store operating from the eco shed area. If you have any unwanted uniforms you would like to 
donate please bring them freshly washed on the night and donate to the stall. All second hand uniforms are 50cents 
each. 
 
Next year PFA will be holding a catch up morning every Thursday, 9.00am to 10.00am in the staffroom. It will be a great 
way to meet PFA members, and catch up with friends over coffee and cake, and talk about upcoming QHPS events. 
Please watch out for more details in next year’s newsletters.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday February 20th at 7.00pm in the multipurpose staffroom. This is our AGM followed 
by a General Meeting, with ALL positions on PFA becoming vacant. These are President, Vice President, Secretary, & 
Treasurer. There are also other positions including New Members Officer, Second Hand Uniform Officer, School Council 
rep, & Sub Committee Community reps. If you would like more information about these positions please feel free to 
contact me or come along to the first meeting of the year in February. New members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  
As you are aware it will be Alice’s last day at QHPS on Friday. PFA would like to sincerely thank Alice for all her tireless 
and fantastic work with us over the past 17 years. Alice’s knowledge has been invaluable in the running of PFA events 
and their requirements.  PFA wouldn’t run as smoothly as it does without the generous help from our wonderful office 
staff of Alice and Narelle. I am still in amazement that Alice can remember every student’s name, while still being 
professional and discreet when needed. Alice you will be sorely missed and we at PFA welcome you back anytime for a 
catch up over coffee and cake. Enjoy your well-earned retirement and don’t be a stranger! Love and best wishes from 
all past and present PFA members. 
 
 
Kasslea Shaw 
PFA President 

 
 
 

P.F.A News 
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BENDIGO UNIFORMS PLUS 
Please note Bendigo Uniforms Plus, the school uniform supplier will be closing for Christmas/New Year break from the 
end of day Thursday 21 December and will re-open again in the New Year on Wednesday 3 January. 
 
NEWS FROM THE WELFARE OFFICER 
Now that the new building at Quarry Hill Primary School is just about completed, we are hoping to organise some free 
workshops for parents and carers at school. The workshops will be co-facilitated by Catholic Care staff and we are 
hoping to organise them very soon.  
Please complete the attached form or the online survey here to let us know what workshops you would like to see in 
2018 as we really appreciate your input.  
Thanks 
Kerryn 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePK6T4Bgnhr1x-A31VGE3CBjVxXd6_WWIPUfGc5bT76U4ESw/viewform
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