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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

March   

Monday 13 All Day Public Holiday 

Monday 20 7.00pm School Council AGM  

Sunday 26 10.00am – 1.00pm Working Bee 

Wednesday 29 Various Foundation – Grade 2 Incursion – Street Sense 

Friday 31 9.00am 
2.30pm 

Easter Raffle Draw 
End of Term – Early Finish 

April   

Tuesday 18 9.00am First day of Term 2 

Friday 21 9.00am PFA Meeting 

 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)  
CSEF will once again be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to  
cover the costs of school excursions, camps and sporting activities. We have a number of  
families who qualified for this financial assistance in 2016 and are yet to reapply. Further  
details are below. 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may  
be eligible for CSEF. The annual CSEF amount per student will be:  

 $125 for primary school students  

 $225 for secondary school students  

Eligibility Date CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian's concession card  
being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either Term 1 (30 January 2017) 
or 2 (18 April 2017).  
 
How to Apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
A new form must be completed at the start of every year.  
Closing Date 
You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 30 June 2017. For more information about CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 
 
 
 
 

Acting Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Kasslea Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best. 

2017 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 31 – March 31 
Term 2 Tuesday April 18 – June 30 
Term 3 July 17 – September 22 
Term 4 October 9 – December 22 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
A reminder that next Monday, March 13th is the Labour Day Public Holiday. Labour Day has its origins in the eight hour 
day movement, which advocated eight hours for work, eight hours for recreation and eight hours for rest.  I wonder 
how many families are able to follow that model? 
Students do not attend school on this day. 
 
Rubbish Free Goal 
Like all schools, Quarry Hill Primary School can produce a sizable amount of waste. However, it is our aim to send as 
little waste as possible to landfill. This will lead to considerable benefits for the environment and many opportunities 
for the students to learn environmentally-sound attitudes and habits. It is also our aim to have the least amount of 
rubbish in the school buildings and grounds. This will make the school more attractive and save money and time in 
collecting carelessly discarded wrappings and food scraps. It is also important from a health viewpoint. The school is 
committed to environment education of which waste minimisation and rubbish free food plays a vital role. We 
encourage the strategies of reduce, reuse, recycle and ask you to support us by considering rubbish free food and 
rubbish free lunch packaging when organising school lunches and snacks. Every little bit helps! 
 
Teach Children to Persist  
by Michael Grose -Australia’s leading parenting educator 
Parents can promote persistence by encouraging their children to keep going and not give in at the slightest hurdle or 
difficulty. 
“Persistence and patience have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish.” John Quincy 
Adams 
The ability to persist at a task and see it through to the end is one of the most important success attributes that you can 
develop in a child. There are numerous times every day when children must persist rather than give in. A young child 
learning to tie shoelaces must persist. A primary aged student must show determination to finish tasks and a secondary 
student needs to work through difficulties, particularly those he doesn’t understand or complete right away. They need 
to be able to persist when work gets hard or life gets tough. They need the ‘stickability’ to work through difficulties and 
hang in there when things don’t go their way. 
Some children are more naturally predisposed to persist than others. They have a determined, even competitive streak 
in their temperament that doesn’t allow them to give in. These children and young people can drive themselves very 
hard to succeed. 
The results of the Australian Temperament Project show that persistence is the one temperamental factor that can be 
improved over time. Parents and teachers can develop persistence in children and also impede its development by 
making life too easy for children so that they don’t have opportunities to persist or hang in there. 
Parents can promote persistence by encouraging their children to keep going and not give in at the slightest hurdle or 
difficulty. Parents can be a sounding board for children’s gripes but they should show confidence in their ability to cope 
and get through their difficulties. “You can do it” is far more powerful in terms of promoting an attitude of persistence 
than “If it is a little too hard then try something else.” Let children know that there is a correlation between effort and 
success. In fact, they need to learn that by GIVING EFFORT they will more than likely experience more success. The 
ability to persist in the face of difficulties maybe an old-fashioned quality but it is one of the best success attributes that 
children will ever develop. 
Here are four practical strategies you can use to promote a sense of persistence in your children: 
1. Develop a vocabulary for persistence. Words like “Hang tough”, “Work Hard” and “Hang in there” can become part 
of their everyday vocabulary. 
2. Point out to children when they stick at a task. Most parents know it pays off when they catch their children being 
good but it also pays off to catch them being persistent. The behaviours you focus on as parents expand so let them 
know when they have been persistent. Also remind them that persistence generally pays off.  
3. Help children to remember times when they experienced success by HANGING IN when they were younger. Let them 
know that persistence has paid off before and it will again. 
4. Talk about HARD WORK with your children. They need to understand that to be successful they need to do things 
that are NOT fun or easy. While it would be good if all work and learning was fun, in reality, this is not always the case. 
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Chinese Immersion Program 2017 
Thank you to those families that have expressed an interest in being involved in this fabulous experience.  Information 
regarding the homestay program follows below: 
 
Quarry Hill Primary School will again be hosting students as part of the school’s on-going Chinese Cultural Exchange 
Program. The Chinese students from Suzhou Industrial Park usually arrive in week 2 of Term 4 (mid-October) and leave 
in the first week of December. Bendigo Team China schools are currently collecting information to determine the 
number of Chinese students we are able to host.  
I am seeking expressions of interest from families to host a Chinese student for four or eight weeks during their visit. 
The Chinese students are usually 10-11 years old and have just entered Grade 5 (Chinese school year begins in 
September).  
Families are paid a weekly payment to cover costs associated with the Chinese student. Last year the payment was 
$240.00 per week. 
If you are interested please complete the slip below and return it to school or reply by email to 
menzel.jo.j@edumail.vic.gov.au    If you would like more information or would like to speak with a family who hosted 
last year, please feel free to contact the school.  
 
Please return below: 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Our family is interested in hosting a: 
 
(Please tick) 

 Chinese student 
 Teacher  
 Happy to host either 

 
For: 

 Four weeks 
 Eight weeks  

 

Child’s name: ____________________________________   Grade: ______    Room: _______ 
 
Your name: __________________________________________________  
 
Family members living at home: ___________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Jo Menzel 
Acting Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:menzel.jo.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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WORKING BEE 
The first Working Bee for the year has been set down for Sunday March 26th. The day will begin at 10.00am and 
conclude at 1.00pm with a BBQ. All parents are most welcome and if you have any of the following items could you 
please bring them with you on the day. 
Lawn mowers 
Whipper snippers 
Blower vacs 
Pruning secateurs 
Wheel barrows 
Look forward to seeing you all there. 
Craig Harrop 
Environment, Science & Sustainability sub-committee 

WELCOME FOUNDATION STUDENT CERTIFICATES 
Foundation students in Room 8 will be presented with their certificates at assembly on Friday March 10th. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Passion for Learning 
Jeremy M (Room 12B) for always trying very hard with his learning. He is a times table champ! 
Mia D (Room 4)  for focusing on her work in readers workshops & completing all work to the best of her ability. 
Rhiannon T (Room 1) for always having a go at all classroom activities. 
Kasey L (Room 9) for her enthusiastic approach to all classroom tasks. 
Evie R (Room 8)  for approaching all learning tasks with confidence & enthusiasm. 
Mayli H (Room 12A) for improvement with her descriptive writing & sentence structure. 
Mikayla F (Room 14A) for always completing all tasks to her best standard. 
Elise S (Room 15A) for her excellent poster on ‘My School Two”. 
Sense of Belonging 
Austin G (Room 3) for helping his buddy achieve a sense of belonging. 
Delisha LT (Room 15B) for being an inclusive & kind classroom member. 
Amelia W (Room 5) for her caring & friendliness in the classroom & the playground.                        
Confidence 
Isabella S (Room 7) for always entering our class with a big smile. 
Organisation 
Jordan W (Room 10A) for trying really hard to keep up with his home reading. 
Louie T (Room 14B) for being a focused & organised learner. 
Persistence 
Paddy EM (Room 10B) for persisting with his descriptive writing & completing it with all of the required features. 
Ruby S (Room 2) for working hard in her independent & home reading, moving up levels. 
Getting Along 
Harper-Lee B (Room 10B) for willingly working with all of the members of our classroom with enthusiasm. 
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THE NEXT PFA MEETING IS FRIDAY APRIL 21ST AT 9.00AM IN THE STAFFROOM. 
 
Thankyou to all the members who attended our meeting on Monday. Details about the upcoming Easter raffle were 
discussed, as was the School Fair. Normally the School Fair would be held this year, (we hold a Fair one year and a Trivia 
Night the following year as our major fundraiser) but due to the new building works it has been decided with the school 
to postpone the Fair until next year. A date when the Fair will be held will be decided on later in the year. Our major 
fundraiser for this year will be a Trivia Night. The date proposed is Friday September 15th.  
 
 

It’s that time again!  QHPS PFA HUGE Easter Raffle! 
Easter Raffle Draw 9.00am Friday March 31st, last day of Term 1. 

 
PFA kindly asks every family to donate one Easter themed item into your child’s class basket for our HUGE Easter raffle. 
This could be a chocolate Easter egg or bunny, an Easter craft activity, or even bunny ears.  There will be 10 major 
prizes and 50 minor prizes. The 10 major prizes will be drawn at a short assembly on Friday March 31st at 9.00am and 
the following 50 prizes shortly after that. Baskets will be in the class rooms from Monday March 20th. All funds raised 
from this raffle will be going toward the new library.  
 
PFA will be sending out raffle books consisting of 10 tickets to every family. Each ticket is $2.00. If you would like more 
books please pick them up from the office.  When you have sold your tickets, please return the money and tickets to 
the office, and if you do not sell all of your tickets they too can be returned to the office. 
 
Please to sell BOTH SIDES OF THE TICKET.  
 
Do NOT give a copy to the buyer. So a book of 10 tickets at $2.00 each will total $20.00.  
 
You MUST write the name and room number of the student on 
the ticket. If you sell a ticket to someone who is not a student 
you MUST write the name & room number of the student who 
will be collecting the prize on the day . ALL PRIZES MUST BE 
COLLECTED ON THE DAY. We cannot hold prizes over the school 
holidays.  
 
If you would like to help with wrapping of the prizes beforehand 
please let me know or contact the office. 
 
Kasslea Shaw 
PFA President  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.F.A News 
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GRADE 4 NETBALL TEAM 
Jade Heavyside is coaching a Grade 4 team and 
the team needs additional team members. There 
will be a training session for interested netballers, 
on the school basketball court, Friday 10 March 
commencing at 11.15am. For further information 
please contact Jade on 0451 692 446. 
 


