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Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

This policy reflects the DET Student Engagement and Inclusion Guidance and was
produced in consultation with the school community

Help for non-English speakers

‘-i_i If you need help to understand the information in this policy please contact Quarry
Hill Primary School 54433537

Interpreter

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students and members of our school community
understand:

(a) our commitment to providing a safe and supportive learning environment for students
(b) expectations for positive student behaviour

(c) support available to students and families

(d) our school’s policies and procedures for responding to inappropriate student behaviour.

Quarry Hill Primary School is committed to providing a safe, secure and stimulating learning
environment for all students. We understand that students reach their full potential only when they
are happy, healthy and safe, and that a positive school culture, where student participation is
encouraged and valued, helps to engage students and support them in their learning. Our school
acknowledges that student wellbeing and student learning outcomes are closely linked.

The objective of this policy is to support our school to create and maintain a safe, supportive and
inclusive school environment consistent with our school’s values.

SCOPE
This policy applies to all school activities, including camps and excursions.
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1. School profile

Quarry Hill Primary School is located close to the Bendigo CBD and serves a well-established
residential area. The school’s historic red brick building features a unique quadrangle design that
provides easy access and fosters high level whole-school and between-classroom interaction. At the
back of the school, we have native bushland and an Eco Shed providing an environmental learning
space used for a variety of purposes including science, environmental investigations, developmental
play and art sessions.

We have 340 students enrolled from Prep to Year 6 and 25.04 equivalent full time staff members.
The school engages in four specialist subjects: Chinese, Physical Education, Visual Arts, and Music
and we have a wellbeing worker two days a week.

The teachers at this school will work collectively to ensure that students feel valued and cared for,
have meaningful opportunities to contribute to the school, have their voice heard and can
effectively engage with their learning. This school recognises the need to be inclusive, recognising
and responding to the diverse needs of our students, accommodating different learning profiles and
rates of learning and intervening early to identify and respond to individual student needs.

We strive to provide a nurturing and challenging environment that empowers students to reach
their personal best, both academically and socially.

2. School values, philosophy and vision

Quarry Hill Primary School’s Statement of Values and School Philosophy is integral to the work that
we do and is the foundation of our school community. Students, staff and members of our school
community are encouraged to live and demonstrate our core values of Kind, Curious and Brave at
every opportunity.

Our school’s vision is to empower students to be engaged learners. Our community fosters a culture

of respect and belonging.

Our Statement of Values is available online on our website. (here)
3. Wellbeing and engagement strategies

Quarry Hill primary School has developed a range of strategies to promote engagement, an inclusive
and safe environment, positive behaviour and respectful relationships for all students in our school.
We recognise the importance of student friendships and peer support in helping children and students
feel safe and less isolated. We acknowledge that some students may need extra social, emotional or
educational support at school, and that the needs of students will change over time as they grow and
learn.

A summary of the universal (whole of school), targeted (year group specific) and individual
engagement strategies used by our school is included below:

Universal



high and consistent expectations of all staff, students and parents and carers
prioritise positive relationships between staff and students, recognising the fundamental
role this plays in building and sustaining student wellbeing
e creating a culture that is inclusive, engaging, and supportive and that embraces and
celebrates diversity and empowers all students to participate and feel valued
welcoming all parents/carers and being responsive to them as partners in learning
analysing and being responsive to a range of school data such as attendance, Attitudes to
School Survey, parent survey data, student management data and school level assessment
data
e teachers at Quarry Hill Primary School use a Literacy Instructional Model and a Numeracy
Instructional Model to ensure an explicit, common, and shared model of instruction which
incorporates evidenced-based, high yield teaching practices into all lessons
e teachers at Quarry Hill Primary School adopt a broad range of teaching and assessment
approaches to effectively respond to the diverse learning styles, strengths and needs of our
students and follow the standards set by the Victorian Institute of Teaching
e our school’s Statement of Values and philosophy are incorporated into our curriculum and
promoted to students, staff, and parents so that they are shared and celebrated as the
foundation of our school community
o carefully planned transition programs to support students moving into different stages of their
schooling
e positive behaviour and student achievement is acknowledged in the classroom, and formally
in school assemblies and communication to parents
® monitor student attendance and implement attendance improvement strategies at a whole-
school, cohort and individual level
e students can contribute to and provide feedback on decisions about school operations
through the Junior School Council and other forums including Kids Action Group. Students are
also encouraged to speak with their teachers, Assistant Principal and Principal whenever they
have any questions or concerns.
® create opportunities for cross—age connections amongst students through a bi-annual school
production, athletics, special multi-age days and peer support programs
e all students are welcome to self-refer to our wellbeing worker, Assistant Principal and Principal
if they would like to discuss a particular issue or feel as though they may need support of any
kind. We are proud to have an ‘open door’ policy where students and staff are partners in
learning
® we engage in school wide positive behaviour support with our staff and students, which
includes programs such as:
o Respectful Relationships
o Safe Schools
o Dogs in Schools program through Dogs Connect
e opportunities for student inclusion (i.e. sports teams, leadership roles and lunchtime
activities)
e buddy program
measures are in place to empower our school community to identify, report and address
inappropriate and harmful behaviours such as racism, homophobia and other forms of
discrimination or harassment.

Targeted

This section includes more specific strategies, designed to address particular concerns in
certain age groups or friendship circles.
e Koorie students are supported to engage fully in their education, in a positive learning

environment that understands and appreciates the strength of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture



our English as a second language students are supported through our EAL program, and all
cultural and linguistically diverse students are supported to feel safe and included in our school
including through our Knowledge and Curiosity Program

we provide a positive and respectful learning environment for our students who identify as
LGBTIQ+ and follow the Department’s policy on LGBTIQ Student Support.

all students in Out of Home Care are supported in accordance with the Department’s policy on
Supporting Students in Out-of-Home Care including being appointed a Learning Mentor, having
an Individual Learning Plan and a Student Support Group (SSG) and being referred to Student
Support Services for an Educational Needs Assessment

students with a disability are supported to be able to engage fully in their learning and school
activities in accordance with the Department’s policy on Students with Disability, such as
through reasonable adjustments to support access to learning programs, consultation with
families and where required, student support groups and individual education plans

staff will apply a trauma-informed approach to working with students who have experienced
trauma

small group programs targeting focus group in response to needs identified by student wellbeing
data, classroom teachers or other school staff each year

Individual

This section includes student specific strategies that may be considered and applied on a
case- by-case basis.

Program for Students with Disabilities
referral to Student Support Services

Quarry Hill Primary School implements a range of strategies that support and promote individual
engagement. These can include:

building constructive relationships with students at risk or students who are vulnerable due
to complex individual circumstances

meeting with student and their parent/carer to talk about how best to help the student
engage with school

developing an Individual Learning Plan and/or a Behaviour Support Plan

developing school attendance plans
considering if any environmental changes need to be made, for example changing the
classroom set up
referring the student to:
o school-based wellbeing supports
o Student Support Services
o Appropriate external supports such as youth and family services, other allied health
professionals, headspace, child and adolescent mental health services or ChildFirst
o Re-engagement programs such as Navigator

Where necessary the school will support the student’s family to engage by:

being responsive and sensitive to changes in the student’s circumstances and health and
wellbeing
collaborating, where appropriate and with the support of the student and their family, with
any external allied health professionals, services or agencies that are supporting the student
monitoring individual student attendance and developing an Attendance Improvement Plans
in collaboration with the student and their family
engaging with our regional Koorie Education Support Officers
running regular Student Support Group meetings for all students:

o  with a disability

o in Out of Home Care



o and with other complex needs that require ongoing support and monitoring.

4. Identifying students in need of support

Quarry Hill Primary School is committed to providing the necessary support to ensure our students are
supported intellectually, emotionally and socially. The Student Wellbeing team plays a significant role in
developing and implementing strategies help identify students in need of support and enhance student
wellbeing. Example School will utilise the following information and tools to identify students in need of
extra emotional, social or educational support:
e personal, health and learning information gathered upon enrolment and while the student is
enrolled
e attendance records
e gcademic performance
e observations by school staff such as changes in engagement, behaviour, self-care, social
connectedness and motivation
e attendance, detention and suspension data
e engagement with families
o self-referrals or referrals from peers

5. Student rights and responsibilities

All members of our school community have a right to experience a safe and supportive school
environment. We expect that all students, staff, parents and carers treat each other with respect and
dignity. Our school’s Statement of Values highlights the rights and responsibilities of members of our
community.

Students have the right to:

participate fully in their education
feel safe, secure and happy at school
fearn in an environment free from bullying, harassment, violence, racism, discrimination or
intimidation
e express their ideas, feelings and concerns.

Students have the responsibility to:

participate fully in their educational program
display positive behaviours that demonstrate respect for themselves, their peers, their
teachers and members of the school community

e respect the right of others to learn.

Students who may have a complaint or concern about something that has happened at school are
encouraged to speak to their parents or carers and approach a trusted teacher or a member of the
school leadership team. Further information about raising a complaint or concern is available in our
Complaints Policy.

6. Student behavioural expectations and management

Behavioural expectations of students, staff and families are grounded in our school’s Statement of
Values and our Quarry Hill Primary School Behaviour Chart. (Appendix A} Violence, bullying, and other
offensive and harmful behaviours such as racism, harassment and discrimination will not be tolerated
and will be managed in accordance with this policy. Bullying will be managed in accordance with our
Bullying Prevention Policy.



When a student acts in breach of the behaviour standards of our school community, Quarry Hill
Primary School will institute a staged response, consistent with the Department’s Student Engagement
and Inclusion Guidelines. Where appropriate, parents will be informed about the inappropriate
behaviour and the disciplinary action taken by teachers and other school staff.

We know a staged response to behaviour provides a continuum of support for student wellbeing.

Stage 1 Prevention: A whole school approach to the promotion of positive behaviours. Our school wide
expectations are defined and taught to all students. {Appendix B) Students have input into the expected
behaviours matrix. We have established whole school engagement programs and processes to support
students at risk of disengaging from learning.

Stage 2 Early Intervention: Targeted and focussed on problem behaviour in order to reduce it.

Stage 3 Responding to individual student’s exhibiting challenging behaviour.

Disciplinary measures may be used as part of a staged response to inappropriate behaviour in
combination with other engagement and support strategies to ensure that factors that may have
contributed to the student’s behaviour are identified and addressed. Disciplinary measures at our
school will be applied fairly and consistently. Students will always be provided with an opportunity to
be heard.

Disciplinary measures that may be applied include:

reminding a student that their behaviour is inappropriate

teacher controlled consequences such as moving a student in a classroom or other
reasonable and proportionate responses to misbehaviour

withdrawal of privileges

restorative conversations (Appendix C)

time in

behaviour management plans

yard plans

behaviour reviews

suspension

Suspension, expulsion, and restrictive interventions are measures of last resort and may only
be used in situations consistent with Department policy, available at:

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/suspensions/policy
https://www?2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/expulsions/policy
https://www?2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/restraint-seclusion/policy

In line with Ministerial Order 1125, no student aged 8 or younger will be expelled without the approval
of the Secretary of the Department of Education and Training.

The Principal of Quarry Hill Primary School is responsible for ensuring all suspensions and expulsions
are recorded on CASES21.

Corporal punishment is prohibited in our school and will not be used in any circumstance.



7. Engaging with families

Quarry Hill Primary School values the input of parents and carers, and we will strive to support families
to engage in their child’s learning and build their capacity as active learners. We aim to be partners in
learning with parents and carers in our school community.

We work hard to create successful partnerships with parents and carers by:

e ensuring that all parents have access to our school policies and procedures, available on our
school website

e maintaining an open, respectful line of communication between parents and staff,

supported by our Communicating with School Staff policy.

providing parent volunteer opportunities so that families can contribute to school activities

involving families with homework and other curriculum-related activities

involving families in school decision making

coordinating resources and services from the community for families

including families in Student Support Groups and developing individual plans for students.

8. Evaluation

Quarry Hill Primary School will collect data each year to understand the frequency and types of
wellbeing issues that are experienced by our students so that we can measure the success or
otherwise of our school-based strategies and identify emerging trends or needs.

Sources of data that will be assessed on an annual basis include:

student survey data
incidents data
school reports
parent survey

case management
CASES21

SOCS

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways

Available publicly on our school’s website

Included in staff induction processes

Included in transition and enrolment packs

Included as annual reference in school newsletter

Made available in hard copy from the office upon request

Our school will also ensure it follows the mandatory parent/carer notification requirements with
respect to suspensions and expulsions outlined in the Department’s policies at:

e Suspension process
e Expulsions - Decision

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
The following Department of Education and Training policies are relevant to this Student Engagement
and Wellbeing Policy:

e Attendance

e Student Engagement




e  Child Safe Standards

e Supporting Students in Qut-of-Home Care
s Students with Disability

¢ LGBTIQ Student Support

e Behaviour - Students

e Suspensions

e Expulsions
e Restraint and Seclusion

The following school policies are also relevant to this Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy:

Attendance Policy

Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy
School Statement of Values and Philosophy
Inclusion and Diversity policy

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Paolicy last reviewed January 2022

Consultation Community July 2022
Student Term 1 2022
School Council June 20 2022
Approved by Principal

Next scheduled review date July 2024




ssedwon uo Inolneyaqg Jaquiy (Yl
s/ue|d uswabeuey 1uspng ssnasip o) [edioulld UBISISSY 1940ER} YIM JEYD SANEI0ISEY Uiy SlueysAs spremel ssei-
pue jediduud ywm (98s) dnous) poddng juepnig :pug 18yoea} AInp pieh yum yemppiom ayadwos Spleme JUaWaA3IYIR JUapms-
(poLIOU SUEIpIENSSIUBIEY) 0] SSE|D Jayjoue 0} JUSS pue SSBD Ay} WOJ) POAOWSI JUBpNIS (pIg Inoineyaq usaib sy 4o sueipienb/siusied WLoK-
ssedwo)) uo pay se pabbe); pue u| swi] anewoNy IS| JUSPN}S 0] ISS0ID SBAOW JBYoed | pug UonUB059Y
unolaeysq 19pUllLSY [BQISA IS ‘sinolneyaq
Buibua)ieys Bunigiyxa sjuapnis [enpiaipul o] Buipuodsay ‘) 9oNpalt 0] 19pJO Ul JINoIABYSQ Walqold uo passnooy pue pajebie| aalsod jo uonowoud sy} 0} yoeoudde |ooyos sjoym v
:saduanbasuo) ¢ abejg ‘uonuaAlaul Ajieg g abejg ‘uonuaAald | abejs
sasuanbasuocy asuodsay pabelg asuodsay pabe)g
sbBuipying sesu Bupiies-
Juswesibe | o) Bupesig- suaLI09 punode Bunyiem- Buneys-
SI04JO YJIM 3OM OF BUISTjaY- sibueipenb sy} ut Bunjiem- suonoensip buriouby-
sease bunjem ur Butuuny- suoponLsul ysiqqru dn bunjolg- Ajootu sjaom Bunuasaid-
Buyeers- sajns oy Aq buikeyd jo- Buunp 100y 8y} uo Bupye |- WOMWEs | - sopew
wossod Jaygoue poo; buipe.L- sJ8Yj0 Buiyanoy ALiesseossur- uny aie oym sioyjo BuidieH- -SSE[S Yim uojjessdo-0D-
(Buriayoy ‘asn speudosddeur | 1e spalgo Bumoy; :ajesun Buiog- s4ato bujpnjox3- Bujuies auoAue yym Buke)4- ouwi} U0 Stiom Bulysiul-
‘wisifepueA) 3810} 8y} JO aSNSIY- Auadasd [eisusb uj syo0imieq/PUES BUiMOay ] - iy} woy ssatpo Bupdnasig- fejdjoweb sioyor9) Bupesin-
youny bules)s- | woousseo Buibewep Apjeiaqiag- spunoq o no buife|4- §SB[0 Ujf 1o Buyjea JuaSISUCH- ayy Jo sani ay} buimojo- suom jsaq Bujog-
abewep jooyos- ainyuuny Burddy4- | eaie pajeubisap sy jo episino Bunez- jesnjai YoM - 82/0A BpISIND- 80J0A apIsul-
JEA Wo0ISSe|) pIex wooissen piex wooisse|)
JUBUI YlIM BU0BWOS je Buueamg-
uoyBpiuwRUy/SIeally) Bupfey-

Buifjing 13Ao- s4ead pue sisyaes) Bujjoadsai pue o} Bujusisii-
sBuyy 03 auy Bumes- diysuewsyiods 1004 "0J8 UON08Jj00 YSIqqni ‘s1ay30 Buidjay [eoinias Ayunwiuon-
(sxyons Buipnjour) uodesm e Buis/)- ULoJIUN j00YoSs ButEam JON- Jsaq oA buiog-
; paaoans 0} sieyjo burdja-

uoReUILILISSIT (Aetd ybnou ‘AljeaisAyd pue Ajjeqian) Bufol 6 Aep diay) 5 d 6 y
(inomeyeq pajesades se) Buikng-| esje auoswos Buny Apeuoyusiuup-  ©HIACIUS WOH SIBLIO0 DURUSASIG- UpjjE} Uosiad syj Je bUp00j083U03 8/~
SJUBWILIOD DIGOYIOUIOH- BIGELIOUIOUN WLy siay3o Buipnjox3- Anojneyaq [njoadsey-
asnqe jerey- soxyew jey} Aem e uy siayjo Buiyonog - buisea - diysuewspods-
uoissa.b6e [eqio- Ayrejusiu buegy- apn.i Buiag- Sleuueul Jo asn-
(uonepunur ‘Bugyds ‘Butnoys ‘Buigry ‘Buiysnd “Bunyory) WISIepUBA- aAndrusip Buiag- Buuaysiy ingoedsay-
LIS 10 SJUBPNIS JAYI0 SPIEMO] 8oUBJ0IA pue uoissaibbe [eoisAyd- Bunds- buueams- yse} uo Bureg-

jeiauen) [BENED) ZENEDR)

sinoiaeyag ajelidoisddeur

sAug mepnd  pept

SRCNES MIey) INOIARYDY [00YDS ATeWLI] [[IH ALlen) v xpudy -

>, o

fr eaerd



Apperclix B

Quarry Hill Primary Schoobs Expected

Behaviour Matrix

*I help others
*| use my manners

*| am a respectful
listener

* am considerate of
others

*I respectfully ask
questions

*1 am reflective
about my learning

*| seek knowledge

*I explore wonderings

* am open to
feedback

*| try new things

*I have high
expectations of
myself and others

* tell the truth

*l include others
* help others
*I am a good sport

*| take care of the
environment

*| play with lots of
different people

*| try new games

*1 ask about new
rules

*| explore different
parts of the school

*| stand up for others

* problem solve
when things don't go
my way

*I bounce back

*| ask for help when |
need it

*I frack the speaker
*| follow instructions

*I wear school
uniform

* fravel safely

*} ask quality
questions

*t try new food

*I have a go at new
experiences

*| safely explore new
environments

* fry something new

* speak to new
people

*l represent my
school well

*l join in
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